July 8, 2018 Phone 845 343 6101 FAX 845 343 8321 www.gracechurchmiddletown.org email gracesec@warwick.net

Sunday, July 8

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
8:00 AM
C

Let us be
grateful to
people who
make us
happy;
they are the
charming
gardeners
who make
our souls
blossom.
— Marcel Proust
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

h p://www.lec onarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Dear Grace Family,
As you know, my father Diego was a devoted husband,
father, grandfather, and friend to many. My family was
blessed to have had his love and presence in our lives for so
many years. Losing my father has been a very painful
experience. Your loving support, prayers, and cards have been
a great help. Thank you for being there!
With Love,
Lourdes

Please Mark
Your
Donations!
If you are
dropping off items,
for the Tag Sale, please be
sure to let someone in the
church office know you are doing so — or put a sign on it
that says “donation” — so we
know that the items are intended for the Tag Sale. Thank you!

Save the Date!
Mid-Hudson Regional Council Meeting
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
9:30am-3pm at St. James Hyde Park
After our business meeting, we will engage with the topic of CLIMATE CHANGE and our role in caring for God’s creation.
Featuring keynote speaker, the Rev. Jeff Golliher and Hudson
River Playback Theatre, a group that fosters change through
storytelling, music and interactive performance.
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Dietsche will preach and preside at Holy
Eucharist. More information and registration materials will follow
soon.

Upcoming Events
Sunday, July 8 -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

There will be no Healing Mass on July 11th
Sunday, July 15 -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Thursday, July 19 -

Vestry Meeting.

Mother Dresser will celebrate Mass with us on July 8th and July 15th
Fr. Victor returns to the office on July 16th.

Adult Educa on:
Bible study will con nue
this Sunday with our read
through of the first le er
to the Corinthians. Join
us for lively discussion
and faith sharing following
the 10:30 Eucharist. For further
informa on contact Tim Powers—

S

hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of
the cards from
ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at
face value! Shoprite
gift cards can make
shopping for the family
easy. Our ongoing
fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you prepare your meals while
helping Grace Church. Please keep us in mind
when preparing your shopping lists!
e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

W

Sound in Vestments
This week’s featured hymn is a traditional gospel song that has been recorded by a wide variety of
artists, both singers and instrumentalists. The lyrics of Just A Closer Walk with Thee appear to have
been inspired by Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, which we have been hearing since Trinity
Sunday—especially verse 5:7, which Lorraine read a few weeks ago:
…we walk by faith, not by sight.
…and verse 12:10, which I get to read on Sunday:
I am content with weaknesses…for the sake of Christ;
for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
Of course it’s diﬃcult to know for sure what the author’s inspiration was, because, as popular as this
hymn has become, we know very little about its origin. There is ample circumstantial evidence to
suggest that it dates back to southern African‐American churches of the nineteenth century, possibly
prior to the Civil War, including personal African American histories which recall “slaves singing as
they worked in the fields a song about walking by the Lord’s side”.
The hymn was popularized by Kenneth Morris, a composer and publisher of gospel music. Horace
Boyer, one of the foremost scholars of African‐American gospel music, provides this account of its re
‐discovery:
On a train trip from Kansas City to Chicago, Morris exited the train on one
of its stops to get some fresh air and heard one of the station porters singing
a song. He paid little attention at first, but after he reboarded the train the
song remained with him and became so prominent in his mind that at the
next stop, he left the train, took another train back to the earlier station, and
asked the porter to sing the song again. Morris wrote down the words and
music and published the song “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” that year,
1940, adding a few lyrics of his own to provide more breadth. Within two
years the song became a standard in gospel music, eventually becoming a
standard in Jazz, and then moving into the realm of American folk music,
known and sung by many.
For the first half of the twentieth century, the white community did not consider the jazz idiom ap‐
propriate for the church, and the Catholic Church did not approve of secular music of any kind at
funerals. Beginning in the 1960s however, the tradition of the jazz funeral spread across social and
ethnic boundaries to the point that it was considered an honor to have a jazz procession where musi‐
cians would participate as a sign of respect for the deceased. While not the only song played during
the procession to the cemetery accompanied by family, friends, and a brass band, Just a Clo ser Walk
with Thee remains the tune most traditionally associated with this event.
If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the
Music Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service.

Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Coﬀee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coﬀee Hour? Go online to h p://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coﬀee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coﬀee Hour. You
may sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Pa y at 386
-5622 and we’ll find you a Coﬀee Hour that’s available.
Remember, we have some coﬀee hours in which we get by with cookies. When you see something yummy on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available. Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coﬀee
Hour together.
Thank you to those who have donated coﬀee and paper products. We have plenty right now.

Vestry News
The next Vestry mee ng will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
July 19th star ng at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to a end!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the April 19, 2018
Vestry mee ng, click here.
Try out our audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No ma er
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the May 17, 2018
Vestry mee ng, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit sugges ons, ar cles or no ces please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com

We are now accepting items
to sell at our annual tag sale.
Please make each item with
“donation” and place all items
outside the “processing” room in
the basement and bring
all clothes in on hangers.
There are two racks to hang them on
in the hallway.
Please make sure your items are clean
and not broken.

If you have any questions,
please contact Mark Strunsky
or Eileen Barrett

Coming
August 18!

