
 

8:00 AM JUNE 21, 2015 

CHALICE COLIN CUSACK 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR DAVE GOGGINS 

INTERCESSOR DAVE GOGGINS 

USHER DAVE GOGGINS 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

10:30 AM  

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. RICK SCOTT 

THURIFER TIM POWERS 

CRUCIFER DAVID BROKAW 

ACOLYTE 1 LENORA VAUGHN 

ACOLYTE 2 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

O.T. LECTOR JOE GRAYTON 

N.T. LECTOR RICK SCOTT 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

LEM CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

Sunday June 21st 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html 

June 21, 2015 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“We are all truly sacred beings,  

divinely placed here at this 

time.  That’s a fact.  There isn’t 

any more important activity at 

this moment in time than to be  

attentive to the person God has 

placed in our path.  Listening with 

all our hearts will open us to God’s 

special messages.”  Karen Casey 

“Oh, how good and 
pleasant it is, when 

brethren live together 
in unity!” 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html


 

This Week in the Music Ministry 

Now that we have officially entered the long “green season” following Pentecost, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you. 

If you are a member of the choir, thank you for another year of hard work and dedication to our ministry. 
Although I was looking forward to having a break from our weekly routine, I already miss you. 

If you are Father John, thank you for being so supportive of our ministry and for contributing to it directly 
with your beautiful singing voice. 

If you are a member of our congregation, thank you for singing so joyously dur-
ing Mass. I was running a little late last Sunday, and as I was passing through 
the Lady Chapel during the processional hymn, I was struck by how good you all 
sounded! For those of you who prefer to abstain from singing, I hope you are 
moved by being immersed in the music of the organ, the singing of your fellow 
parishioners, and the poetry of the hymns. 

Although our choir is enjoying a well-deserved hiatus from weekly rehearsals, 
we are not idle, by any means. During the summer, members of the Music Min-
istry are encouraged to prepare musical offerings individually or in small en-

sembles and share them with you during Rite II. 

Fern will be getting the ball rolling this Sunday with a beautifully melancholy aria from Bach’s Cantata 21: 
“Seufzer, Tränen, Kummer, Not…” (“Sighing, weeping, grieving, distress…”). Bach wrote this cantata to be 
performed on the same Sunday of the church year (the third Sunday after Trinity) in 1714, although the 
title page bears the inscription “…e per ogni tempo”,  to indicate that the texts chosen for the cantata are 
suitable “for any time”. 

The aria calls for oboe and ’cello accompaniment, which will be played by Barbara Warren and her niece, 
Coretta, both members of the Fox Hill Brüderhof community in Walden. (Barbara visited us for our Easter 
Vigil, as a guest of Mother Dresser.) Founded in 1920 in Germany, the Brüderhof is an international com-
munal movement of families and single men and women who seek to put into action Christ’s command 
to love God and neighbor. One way they do this is through an active music ministry of their own, which 
Barbara and Coretta will be generously sharing with us on Sunday. 

I hope you can join us!  ~Mike Saunders, Director of Music, MSaunde1@Stevens.edu 

Craft Opportunity 
Over the years I have collected the unused portions of all 

our Paschal candles, hoping to melt them down and make 

candles to sell at the Craft Faire. In most cases, the wax 

from these candles is 100 percent beeswax, the highest 

quality wax – very costly because it burns slowly. I realize now that 

I’m never going to undertake this project.  Candles made from the 

superior wax of Paschal candles, lit and offered to God in the con-

text of past Easter Vigils, would make thoughtful and prayerful gifts. 

Is anyone interested in perfecting a new craft?  ~Fr. John 



  Givers and Takers 

“There are givers and takers.”  If my mother said it once, she said it 100 times.  “There are givers and 

there are takers in this world.”  She may have been merely observing a fact, but I suppose I inferred that 

givers were good and takers were bad.  Everyone knows it is better to give than to receive.  We read in 

Acts, “In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering 

the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (NRSV, Acts 

20:35).  Yet, it dawned on me recently that receiving is not intrinsically evil.   

Jesus himself received, and sometimes even requested, favors from many individuals throughout his life, 

and he urged others to do the same.  The infant Jesus (or Mary and Joseph on his behalf) readily accepted 

the gifts of the Magi.  Jesus asked John to baptize him despite John’s misgivings, and John obliged.  Jesus 

told his disciples to accept food in homes they might visit, “for laborers deserve their food” (Matthew 

10:10).  At Bethany, Jesus accepted anointing with costly ointment (Matthew 26, Mark 14).  He insisted 

his disciples allow him to wash their feet, going so far as to tell reluctant Peter, “Unless I wash you, you 

have no share with me” (John 13:8b).  At the Last Supper Jesus shared bread and wine, telling his disci-

ples, “Take, eat…” and, “Drink from it, all of you…” (Matthew 26:26-27).  In remembrance, we who follow 

him receive the blessed sacrament of his body and blood in the Eucharist.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke all 

describe how Jesus accepted assistance from Simon of Cyrene when he was no longer able to carry his 

cross.  Luke describes how the resurrected Jesus asked his disciples, “‘Have you anything here to eat?’  

They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence” (Luke 24:41-43).  John, in 

Revelation (10:9), writes, “So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll; and he said to 

me, ‘Take it, and eat; it will be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as honey in your mouth.’”  There are 

countless examples in the Bible of people taking to good effect.     

Jesus needed takers.  They helped him establish “street credibility” which attracted many followers.  

Countless people suffering from illness and infirmity, plagued by various troubles, or enslaved by sin 

begged him for help, and he usually complied.  Thousands took from him via miraculous healings, the 

feeding of the multitudes with loaves and fishes, or through his wisdom and mercy.  Acceptance of his 

gifts was key to his ministry during his short earthly life.  Jesus often invites us to take from him.  He urges 

us, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls” (Matthew 11:28-29).  And, of course, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 

Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you” (in John 6:53). 

Without takers, there could be no givers.  To whom would they give?  If we take not in the spirit of 

selfishness and greed but rather in the Holy Spirit and with thankful hearts, we provide opportunities for 

giving, and that is good.  Not all taking breaks God’s commandments.  If we do not steal or covet but 

gratefully accept what is given to us, that is good. 

God gave us his only begotten son.  Will we accept that gift?  In the end, Jesus himself gave the ultimate 

gift… “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13).  And what 

a friend we have in Jesus – amen and amen!  In laying down his life for us he offered us gifts of for-

giveness, salvation, and life everlasting.  All he desires is that we take those gifts he offers.  If we refuse, 

how heartless of us, and how very sad for him.    ~Mark Strunsky 



 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 5 Guys 

Fundraiser for the Guild of St. Margaret Soup 

Kitchen!  The crew at 5 Guys was awesome and 

we had a great time while raising over $350.  We 

are blessed to have such wonderful support from 

our parish family! ~Phyllis Guardino 

On Sunday, June 14th, we celebrated the high school 

graduations of Emily, Joe and Colin with a festive cake 

and coffee hour.  Emily will be heading off to James Mad-

ison University in Virginia to study Biology; Joe will be 

attending Bloomsburg University in Pennsylvania where 

he will study Digital Forensics; and Colin will be attend-

ing the University of Pittsburg where he will study       

Finance.  Congratulations, graduates! 



 

Church School Schedule 
June: 
Summer Vacation begins! 

Tag Sale News 
We are currently ac-
cepting donations for our 
annual Tag Sale which 
will be held on August 
15th from 9:00 AM to 
1:00 PM.  We accept all 
items EXCEPT electronic 
devices.  Please bring in 
your donated items and 

leave them in the hallway in the Parish House base-
ment, outside the arts and crafts room.  The deadline 
for drop-offs is August 1st.  If you have any questions, 
please see myself, Mark Strunsky or Cindy Johnson.          
~Eileen Barrett 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 
where you are you can join us in worship.                   Just click here! 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 

when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while    
supporting Grace Church!   

Grace 

Church   

Calendar 
Click 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the 
front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection 
plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on June 18th from 7:30 

pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

N ame that Baby needs your con-

tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-

lowing questions, which can be sent 

by email to  kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth             Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies            Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 

   you that we may not know.  

Please submit your questions for our column 

“Ask Fr. John.”  Remember, if you are won-

dering about something, chances are others 

are as well.  You can submit directly to Fr. 

John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your 

question to Kathryn or Joe.    

 To read the highlights of the April 16, 2015 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the March 19, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  
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