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Sunday, Dec. 16
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

“Yet, I believe we have a
small window of
opportunity when,
if we get together,
we can start to heal
some of the harm we
have inflicted.
Everywhere, where
young people
understand the
problems and are
empowered to
take action, when we
listen to their voices,
they are making
a difference.”
— Jane Goodall
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NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Otisville Brass Concert
A Concert of Favorite
Holiday & Sacred Music
to benefit the
Interfaith Warming Station
December 16, 2018 - 3:00 pm
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 391 Mount Hope Road, Middletown, NY

(845) 342-1963

Weekly
Bible Study

Smart Santas shop at
smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1347708
and Amazon Smile donates to
Grace Episcopal Church/
Guild of St. Margaret
This is a reminder that if you shop on Amazon – be sure to
select smile.amazon.com, and Grace Episcopal Church –
and the Guild of St. Margaret can increase its AmazonSmile donations.

Fr. Victor is offering Bible
study on the Gospel of Luke following the coffee hour after the
10:30 Eucharist. Join us for one
or for all of the series. If you
have questions, see Fr. Victor or
Tim.

Each Sunday, those of us who are in church have
the privilege of kneeling on the beautiful kneelers that surround the Altar rail. The story behind them is an amazing
one!
A group of dedicated parishioners once formed a
group called “Threads of Grace.” The group was very active during the 1980s. Among their other activities, they
decided to create and work on new kneelers. Part of the
reason was probably that new blue carpet had been installed, and the shabby old red kneelers no longer fit in! A
young woman--whose name has gone from memory--who
had great creative artistic skill worked long and hard on
designing the kneelers while also caring for her seriously
disabled little boy. We can all agree that her skill was
amazing. Her designs were transferred to the needlepoint
canvas and then the work of needlepoint began.

Needlework usually uses a large-eyed, blunt needle, and in this case, almost certainly 100% pure wool
yarn. Needlepoint dates back to ancient Egypt when tiny
slanted stitches were used to sew up canvas tents. Although it's not possible to tell whether the "needlework"
referred to in the Bible was needlepoint or what we now
call embroidery, the Israelites would have been familiar
with both. There are many different kinds of needlepoint
stitches, but because it holds up well under heavy use, the
most popular one for church kneelers is the Continental
stitch, which refers to that commonly used in France.
The work required great commitment and patience; a lot of it following the colors closely but much of it
consisting of plain medium blue stitches. The work was

back-numbing, but the members persisted on for months.
To do the work, the needle is brought up from the
back of the canvas, inserted through one of the holes, then
reinserted on a diagonal up to the right, so the yarn lies in
a lower left to upper right direction, or in what is often referred to as Southwest to Northeast, as if you were looking
at a map. In Continental needlepoint, the needle is then
brought up again in the same horizontal line, but to the left
of the previous stitch. It is then reinserted once more lower left to upper right, all the way across the entire row. This
creates a double thickness on the back of the canvas and
makes the work stronger. The canvas is flipped around
for the next row so that you can repeat the same pattern.
Finally the needlepoint was completed and the
pieces were sent out to be professionally sewn together.
When they arrived back, they were blessed to serve generations to come, amid great excitement and thanksgiving.
Most of the women who worked on our kneelers
have passed into larger life or moved away, and trying to
name them would be unfair because surely someone
would be left out. However, their contribution added special beauty to the space we call our church home.
— Kathryn Parker and Diana Ice

The meanings of the words
worked into the kneelers:
Benedictus es Domine
Blessed are you, Lord God of our fathers

Te Deum Laudamus
Thee, God, we praise

Miserere Mei Deus
God have mercy on me

Alleluia
God be praised

Kyrie Eleison
Lord have mercy

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory in the highest

Pascha Nostrum
Our Passover

December 8th Paint ‘n’ Sip Party!

Members of our Church
School busy at work creating
beautiful Christmas cards
that will be going to our
senior / home bound
parishioners of Grace
Church.

Connie Herm recently visited
Joyce and Bob Smith
and took this lovely picture
to share with the rest of the
Grace Church family.

The solution will be published in next week’s Epistle

Upcoming Events
Sunday, Dec. 16
Wednesday, Dec. 19:
Sunday, Dec. 23:
Tues., Dec. 24

Wed., Dec. 25

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:00 AM: Healing Mass
8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II
4:00 pm: Family Mass and Children’s Pageant
10:30 pm: Choral Prelude
and Midnight Mass
9:00 am: The Feast of the
Nativity, Sung Mass Rite I

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution
Across: 1 Creation, 5 Seas, 8 Web, 9 Third, 10 NT, 11 Be,
12 Lesser, 14 Air, 15 Eden, 18 It, 19 Euphrates, 21 So, 22
Fowl, 24 Pen, 25 Heaven, 28 Ad, 29 Or, 30 Fifth, 31 Fig, 32
Deep, 33 Darkness.
Down: 1 Cattle, 2 Acre, 3 Owner, 4 Nets, 6 Ever, 7 Spirit,
11 Belief, 12 Light, 13 See, 16 Nursed, 17 Taken, 20 Sow,
21 Second, 23 Lights, 24 Perga, 25 Have, 26 Void, 27 Sign.
Bible Crossword by BiblePuzzles.org.uk

S

hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of
the cards from
ShopRite, while you
purchase the cards at
face value! Shoprite
gift cards can make
shopping for the family easy. Our ongoing
fundraiser of Shoprite
gift cards helps you
prepare your meals
while helping Grace Church. Please keep us in
mind when preparing your shopping lists!
e are happy and pleased to announce
that we can now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards. So, if you
use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!

W

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You may
sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 3865622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies. When you see something yummy on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available. Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee
Hour together.
Donations of funds or supplies are always accepted gladly, and if you don’t feel up to the task of hosting
a coffee hour, you may make a monetary donation and we will happily shop for you.

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
January 3rd starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the October 18,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the September 20,
2018 Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Bill Gunn bgunn@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack jlcomg83@gmail.com

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com
To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com

Online Resources for Enriching
Advent This Year
Would you like advent to be more than crowded stores and online marketplaces? Something more
reflective and prayerful than the office Christmas party? Here are three resources I can recommend
as prayerful reflections during the season of anticipation prior to our celebration of Jesus’ birth.
— Fr. Vic
Sacred Ordinary Days Advent Music Playlist

Deepen Your Observance of Advent with #AdventWord from Building Faith
Slow Down. Quiet. It’s Advent! Calendar from Forward Movement

Grace Episcopal Church
Schedule of Christmas Services

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm: Family Mass and Children’s Pageant
10:30 pm: Choral Prelude and Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
9:00 am: The Feast of the Nativity, Sung Mass Rite I

