
 

Thursday December 25th 

Special Edition for Christmas Day and Sunday 

December  28th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html 

December 25, 2014 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“We are Christians.  At the very heart of 

this faith is the declaration of our dear 

Jesus that he came among us that all 

might be one, as he and the Father are 

one.” 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew M.L. Dietsche in his Christ-

mas message to the parishes of the Diocese of New 

York. 

"to you is born this day 

in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the    

Messiah, the Lord.” 

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!  
May your holiday be filled with joy and 

happiness. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org
mailto:gracesec@warwick.net


 

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

December 24, 2014 December 24, 2014 December 25, 2014 

Children and Family Mass 

4:00 PM 

Midnight Mass 

10:30PM 

9:00 AM   

Chalice Maisonet, Beth 

2nd Chalice Hamilton, Kathy 

Acolyte Hamilton, Kathy 

O.T. Lector Maisonet, Beth 

N.T. Lector Maisonet, Beth 

Intercessor Mark Strunsky 

Usher Mark Strunsky 

Usher volunteer 

          

Subdeacon Cusack, Colin Subdeacon Powers, Tim 

M.C. Guardino, Torry M.C. Newquist,Claire 

Thurifer Guardino, Nick Thurifer Brokaw, David 

Crucifer Fain, Cloe  Crucifer Barrett, Eileen 

Acolyte 1 Guardino, Lilly Acolyte 1 Presley, Marlene 

Acolyte 2 Guardino, Phyllis Acolyte 2 Scott, Rick 

O.T. Lector Cusack, Carolanne O.T. Lector Powers, Tim 

N.T. Lector Lizzy N.T. Lector Newquist, Claire 

Intercessor Guardino, Mike Intercessor Barrett, Joseph 

Usher volunteer Usher Strunsky, Mark 

Usher volunteer Usher Barrett, Joseph 

    8:00 AM     December 28, 2014 

Chalice Hamilton, Kathy 

2nd Chalice Boyer, Carla 

Acolyte Boyer, Carla 

O.T. Lector Cusack, Janet 

N.T. Lector Cusack, Janet 

Intercessor Seekamp, Patty 

Usher Seekamp, Patty 

Usher Seekamp, Bob 

Sunday December 28th  
10:30 AM December 28, 2014 

Subdeacon Newquist, Claire 

M.C. Guardino, Phyllis 

Thurifer Brokaw, David 

Crucifer Guardino, Torry 

Acolyte 1 Presley, Marlene 

Acolyte 2 Scott, Rick 

O.T. Lector Newquist, Claire 

N.T. Lector Guardino, Torry 

Intercessor Strunsky, Mark 

Usher Strunsky, Mark 

Usher Barrett, Joseph 



 

  

 Ice Crystals 

 By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 

 
                 “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work 
and word.” --  2 Thess. 2:16-17. 

                Advent has, for most people, become nothing but a time of preparation for Christmas; but for 
us, it is more like Lent--a time for repentance and penitence, and also a time for spiritual rebirth, for try-
ing to become closer to God.  We may try to learn a new way of praying or meditating, as Tim Powers has 
been showing us.  We may try to learn to “practice the presence of God” as Brother Lawrence did.  We 
may simply try to be more faithful in our already established habits of Bible reading and prayer or in par-
taking of the Eucharist. 

                While other churches decorate lavishly, sing Christmas carols, and hold parties and bazaars all 
month, shunting aside the inconvenient, non-commercial, old-fashioned season of Advent, our focus con-
tinues to be on a solemn, serious time of reflection and thoughtful preparation--not for Christmas, but for 
Jesus’ Second Coming, Judgment Day, and the End of the World.  And we still find echoes of that as peo-
ple try at Christmastime to be kinder, more compassionate, to be “better Christians,” as if we could earn 
our way into Heaven with good deeds.  And indeed, there is also an attempt by many Christians through 
their New Year’s Resolutions to “do better next year” and improve their spiritual lives, and that’s not a 
bad thing. 

                At the same time Advent should never be a time for gloom or fear, for sadness or worry unless 
that Godly fear leads us to repentance and a closer walk with God.  Jesus said, “He that hears My word, 
and believes in Him that sent Me, has everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death into life.” (John 5:24).  For while the truth, of course, is that the world that we know 
will end, for each of us, on the day we leave here and go home to be with Jesus, there is still the First 
Coming of Jesus, the First Advent to remember, to consider, to celebrate. 

                Without Christmas--that shining, glorious birth of our Lord and Savior--then Advent does indeed 
become a dark and fearful time.  We cannot forget that He came in love “to save us all when we were 
gone astray.” 

                Nor should we worry too much about how many wise men there were, or if they were kings or 
merely wise, or from which direction they came; or become concerned about Christmas cards showing 
shepherds with the Star instead of angels, who may or may not have actually been singing the praises of 
God.  We can count how many times Bethlehem is mentioned as the birthplace of Jesus in Matthew’s 
chapter 2, as opposed to Luke‘s chapter 2, or wonder how long the Holy Family lived in Bethlehem before 
the wise men showed up.  But the important thing is that Jesus Christ--our Emmanuel, God with us--came 
to us in love and grace to give us “eternal comfort and good hope.”  Without Him, things are indeed dark 
and fearful, but with Him, is Light and Everlasting Life. 

                Merry Christmas!  Happy New Year!  And may God bless you all with His love and grace forever! 



 

 

 

 

Following the 10:30 

Mass coffee hour this 

past Sunday, volun-

teers decorated our 

Church for Christmas 

Day. 



 

 A Different Pew 

Several Sundays ago, I decided to change where I sat during Mass.  Eileen and I usually sit on the pulpit 
side, somewhere around the center pews.  This particular Sunday Eileen was crucifer, and I sat in the tran-
sept.  Now you would think that the inside of the Church is the same no matter where you sit, but, surpris-
ingly, a view from a different seat offers a very different perspective on the never-changing layout of our 
Church.  Okay now, I confess, a different outlook may not have been my initial reason for changing my seat 
into the transept that particular day.  The transept is, after all, close to the bathrooms, a lot closer than my 
usual seat!  Now one wouldn’t think that a simple seat change would drastically change how I see what 
happens around me.  Yet, much to my surprise, it did.   

First off, it just felt different stepping out of the usual.  I saw different windows.  I could see the whole 
choir, even Don.  Boyd, usually a profile sitting behind the organ was now obscured, while the hiss of the 
organ bellows went from barely noticeable to being very prominent.  I especially enjoyed the Gospel.  As 
Father John carried the Bible down the aisle, he disappeared into the congregation.  I couldn’t see him 
reading the Gospel but could only hear the “word” coming out of the crowd.  I tried moving a bit to see 
better but couldn’t.  In my imagination, it was kind of like being at the Sermon on the Mount and being at 
the back of the crowd of spectators.  Then, at the Peace, there were the new hands to shake around me 
and when I left the transept and moved into the main body of the Church, I was pleasantly surprised to see 
who was at Mass that day, parishioners who I had not seen come into Church. 

Marcel Proust once wrote, “The only true voyage of discovery, the only fountain of Eternal Youth, would 
be not to visit strange lands but to possess other eyes, to behold the universe through the eyes of another, 
of a hundred others, to behold the hundred universes that each of them beholds, that each of them is.”  
My simple change of pews had given me “other eyes.”  To see, in a very simple way, what others have be-
held.  That simple seat change allowed me to see the normal differently.  That which was sometimes hid-
den from view was now visible with a change in perspective.  Perhaps, with a little change in our position-
ing, we can see something in those around us that was hidden to us before.  Maybe with just a little move-
ment, a little change in position and perspective, we can “possess other eyes.” ~Joe Barrett 

The 10 AM Healing 

Mass on     

Wednesday         

December 31st will 

be held as usual. 

Grace 

Church   

Calendar 

 
Click 

Here 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we are glad you’ve 
joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to the area and seeking 
a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here today, please take a moment to 
fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the front of the church.  The pew card 
can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                 John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com     Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net                 Meg Catizone  mcatizone62@gmail.com 

Lisa Denisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com                    Andrew Higgins  ahiggins@balchem.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com   Ade Oluwasusi  omoarinjale@optonline.net 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Please submit your questions for our column 
“Ask Fr. John.”  Remember, if you are wonder-
ing about something, chances are others are 
as well.  You can submit directly to Fr. John at 
gracemdt@warwick.net or send your question 
to Kathryn or Joe.    

N ame that Baby needs your con-

tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-

lowing questions, which can be sent 

by email to  kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth             Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies            Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 
   you that we may not know.  

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on January 15th from 

7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  All are   invited 

to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the October 16, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the September 25, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here.  
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