
 Sunday December 27th 
First Sunday After Christmas 

“A Quiet Christmas; no 
presents but Apples and 

Flowers.” 
 

Louisa May Alcott 
Journal, 1860 

“In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word 

was God.” 
8:00 AM   

Chalice Kathy Hamilton 

2nd Chalice Beth Maisonet 

Acolyte Beth Maisonet 

O.T. Lector Carla Boyer 

N.T. Lector Janet Cusack 

Intercessor Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Patty Seekamp 

Usher Bob Seekamp 

10:30 AM  

Subdeacon Claire Newquist 

M.C. Torry Guardino 

Thurifer David Brokaw 

Crucifer Eileen Barrett 

Acolyte 1 Phyllis Guardino 

Acolyte 2 Marlene Presley 

O.T. Lector Rick Scott 

N.T. Lector Tim Powers 

Intercessor Joseph Barrett 

Usher Joseph Barrett 

Usher Mark Strunsky 

LEM   

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html 

December 27, 2015 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html


 Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

December 24, 2014 December 24, 2014 December 25, 2014 

Children and Family Mass 

4:00 PM 

Choral Prelude 

 10:30 

Midnight Mass 

11:00PM 

9:00 AM   

Chalice Beth Maisonet 

2nd Chalice Kathy Hamilton 

Acolyte Kathy Hamilton 

O.T. Lector Beth Maisonet 

N.T. Lector Carla Boyer 

Intercessor Carla Boyer 

Usher Volunteer 

Usher Volunteer 

          

Subdeacon Rick Scott Subdeacon David Brokaw 

M.C. Torry Guardino M.C. Tim Powers 

Thurifer  Thurifer Claire Newquist 

Crucifer Cloe Fain Crucifer Eileen Barrett 

Acolyte 1 Phyllis Guardino Acolyte 1 Marlene Presley 

Acolyte 2 Caroleanne Cusack Acolyte 2 Lenora Vaughn 

O.T. Lector  O.T. Lector Claire Newquist 

N.T. Lector  N.T. Lector Tim Powers 

Intercessor  Intercessor Joseph Barrett 

Usher Janet Cusack Usher Joseph Barrett 

Usher Claire Newquist Usher Mark Strunsky 

Merry Christmas! 
May your holiday be filled with joy and happiness. 

Church School News 

December: 

20th - pageant practice 
24th - 4 PM Family Mass & Pag-
eant 
27th - Attend Special Mass for  
Father John 

January: 

3rd - Children's Sunday - Attend Mass 

“But the angel said to 

them, "Do not be afraid; for 

see-- I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for 

all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord.” 



 Father John - A Collage 



 

A Time of Change 
Given the unseasonably mild temperatures lately, it’s hard to believe that yesterday was the first day of 
winter.  We did get a taste of some cooler weather recently, but, if forecasters are to be believed, the 
temperature will be moderating again in time for Christmas.   It was not that long ago that the greens and 
growth of summer passed on to become the vibrant fall colors, as one season changed into the next.  As 
the leaves reached the height of their maturity, they also reached the end of their time on the tree.  They 
fell, leaving branches bare as the trees passed into another phase of their lives, another change.  There’s 
that word again.  Even with the mild temperatures, the barren branch is an outward symbol of change 
from fall to winter.  And, although they may look it, the trees are not dead; they have just entered into a 
different stage of life, a different way of being.  Because as sure as the sun rises in the morning and sets 
in the evening, winter will pass to spring and what was once bare and barren will begin to blossom and 
take on a new form of life, that inevitable change again. 

As Father John said during a recent sermon, “Advent is all about change, uncertainty and vulnerability: 
Unnerving, uncomfortable, yes, but part and parcel to what it means to be human. There is no reality 
without these things.”  Well, make no mistake about it, we here at Grace are entering a period of change, 
with all its uncomfortableness, vulnerability and uncertainty.  Some of us have lived through these chang-
es before and others, like me, have not.  And, I have got to tell you, I am finding this time of uncertainty a 
bit disconcerting.  The process we are about to enter into is nothing like anything I’d experienced in my 
years in the Roman Church, where when one priest leaves another is assigned with no input from the 
particular congregation.  I have been told that we will come out of this stronger as a congregation.  I 
don’t doubt Father John, who told me this, but honestly, I’m still not feeling it.  What is obvious to me, 
though, is that the process to find a new Rector will be a lot of work. 

So, as we come to the end of Father John’s time with us, we must look ahead.  We cannot avoid it.  We 
need to stay together as a parish and help each other through this process of change, this time of uncer-
tainty.  We need to organize and get to work.  If the farmer does not work, does not till the land or plant 
the seed, he will reap no harvest.  We are on that farm.  To reap our harvest there is some work we must 
do first.   So I guess it’s time to roll up our sleeves and pick up a hoe.  To stay together as a family and 
continue on our journey of faith together as we wait for the inevitable new blossoming in the newest 
spring of our parish.  ~Joe Barrett 

Father John - A Collage 

“The Road goes ever on and on 
Down from the door where it 

began. 
Now far ahead the Road has 

gone, 
And I must follow, if I can, 
Pursuing it with eager feet, 

Until it joins some larger way 
Where many paths and errands 

meet. 
And whither then? I cannot say” 
― J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship 

of the Ring  



 

W ith the Holiday Season upon us, please remember that ShopRite Gro-
cery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 

service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, 
while you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shop-
ping for that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards 
helps you prepare your family meals while helping Grace Church.   Please keep 
us in mind when preparing your holiday shopping lists! 

W e are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit 
card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards 

credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

Rector Update 
Well, that went fast.  It’s been almost 14 weeks since Father John announced his resignation, and here we 
are on the eve of his final Sunday Mass as Rector of Grace Church.  No matter how much time we think 
we have, it never seems like enough.  While we are and have been primarily focused on celebrating Fa-
ther John’s ministry, there have been some necessary preliminary activities associated with our upcoming 
transition. 

On Saturday, December 19th, the Wardens and Vestry met with The Rev. Canon Deborah Tammearu, The 
Canon for Transition Ministry.  The purpose of this initial meeting was to get an overview of the entire 
transition and search process, discuss options and timing of calling an interim rector, and what we should 
expect over the next 12 – 18 months.  One thing is for sure, we will have a lot of hard work to do, but we 
will also have some very talented and dedicated resources from the Diocese guiding us along the way. 

Concerning the interim rector position, Canon Tammearu feels it would be reasonable to target calling a 
full time interim by the beginning of Lent.  This gives us some time as a parish family to reflect and pro-

cess the end of Father John’s ministry at Grace 
Church, and to pray for guidance and discernment as 
we embark on our transition journey in earnest.  This 
means that we will need to rely on supply clergy for 
Sunday services until we call an interim rector.  We 
are pleased to report that Father Peter Sipple has 
agreed to serve in this capacity. 

If you have any questions, or require further infor-
mation, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours in Christ, 

Torry Guardino   Claire Newquist 
Senior Warden   Junior Warden 



 

Adult education will be taking a break for 
the Holidays!  There will 
be no classes on either 
December 20th or De-
cember 27th.  Classes 
will resume in January 
on the second half of 
the Book of Exodus. 

If you have questions, 
feel free to email Tim at 

tmp617@gmail.com. 

Keep looking here for announcements of 
when we will meet and what we are read-
ing.  Remember that each session is dis-
creet and self-contained, so if you miss 
one class, just come to the next!             
~Tim Powers 

Thanks to our webmaster, Don Boyer for making 
sign up for Sunday Coffee Hour even easier!  Go 

online to                                                             
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html                  
and click on the picture to sign up for an upcom-
ing coffee hour.  Really- that’s all!  Sign up from 
home or check to see when you signed up to do 

coffee hour.  Also, donations of small plates, 
napkins, cups, plastic ware, coffee, etc., are 

much appreciated.  Help with set-up and clean-
up are needed as well.   

If you have any questions, please call Phyllis in 
the church office or see Lenora. 

 

Try out our new  audio 
mixer to listen to the 10:30 

Sunday Mass live.  No 
matter where you are you 

can join us in worship. 

Just click here! 

P lease remember to 
take a look at the 

Goodshop Program 
(www.goodshop.com).  
You just might like it. 

Grace 

Church   

Calen-

dar 

Click 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year From the Church Office! 

Pledge envelopes are ready and will be out in the back of the church beginning Wednesday, December 
23, 2015.  If you do not see your name on envelopes, don’t worry, we have extras!  You may not have 
completed a pledge card which also serves as the request for envelopes.  Please see Phyllis after Mass on 
Sunday, December 27th or call the office during the week if you need envelopes but do not see yours.  
Envelopes will remain in the back of the church until mid-January when the remaining envelopes will be 
mailed out.   

Here are some answers to questions that people often have about pledging and envelopes: 

Do I have to use envelopes?  No!  The only time that you really need to use an envelope is if you are giv-
ing cash – this way the cash donation is credited to the correct pledger. 

What if I miss a week, do I need to put in two separate checks or payments?  Not unless it is easier for 
you – donations are entered by the day they are received, not by the date on the envelope.   

If I forgot my envelope do I have to wait until I have it to make my donation?  No, there are now enve-
lopes in the pews for donations- just put your name and address in the spaces provided and the dona-
tion will be credited to you. 

I can’t find my new envelopes but have some left from previous years- can I just use the old ones?   No, 
please do not use envelopes from previous years!  Occasionally envelope numbers change from year to 
year and if you use old envelopes your donation may be recorded to someone else.  Please discard any 
old envelopes you may have! 

I can’t remember if I have met my pledge this year- is there any way to find out?  Yes, call the office and 
request a pledge report for you which will show all donations received vs any pledges made.  These re-
ports can be emailed or mailed to you. 

I don’t feel that I can make a pledge but would like to give weekly or monthly to the church.  Does that 
mean I can’t get envelopes?  No, everyone can get envelopes – please call or email the office to request 
envelopes if you need them. 

If you have a question about pledging, giving, or envelopes, please contact the church office at (845) 343-
6101 or email gracesec@warwick.net  



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being 
here today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in 
the front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collec-
tion plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on January 21st from 
7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the October 15, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the November 19, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

N ame that Baby needs your con-
tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-
lowing questions, which can be sent 
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth  Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 
   you that we may not know  

mailto:tguardino@earthlink.net
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:omoarinjale@optonline.net
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:dcat@frontiernet.net
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:cdboyer@optonline.net
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchem.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfS2NRNXp0Nk0yVFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdHp3SDlIWXF0Mnc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdHp3SDlIWXF0Mnc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdmhKQXVzVFdjVU0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfVUFWVFlDcHdJM1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfVUFWVFlDcHdJM1k/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com

