
 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

2ND CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

ACOLYTE CARLA BOYER 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

INTERCESSOR PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER BOB SEEKAMP 

USHER PATTY SEEKAMP 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

THURIFER PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

CRUCIFER EILEEN BARRETT 

ACOLYTE 1 DAVID BROKAW 

ACOLYTE 2 TIM POWERS 

O.T. LECTOR TORRY GUARDINO 

N.T. LECTOR TIM POWERS 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

LEM   

Sunday September 25th 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html 

September 25, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“There is no way we could explain 

life as we know it to one whose 

whole existence has been in the 

womb.  Similarly, there is no way 

that Jesus or anyone else can make 

earthly sense of heaven’s ways.”   
Forward Day by Day for July 5, 2014 

“Pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, en-

durance, gentleness.” 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html


 

 My Brothers and Sisters, 
 
I write you from the fall meeting of the House of Bishops in Detroit, where Bishops Shin and Glasspool 
and I have joined our colleagues from across the Episcopal Church, but we find that these are days when 
we very much want to be in New York.  The bombings that occurred in New York and New Jersey this 
weekend have quickened within us from afar our love for the Diocese of New York and its people, and for 
New York City, our see city.   
 
In the last two days have come the report of the bombing itself, the assessment of the terror threat, the 
identification of a suspect, and finally yesterday afternoon his arrest.  Even as we say our prayers for 
those wounded in the explosion of the bomb, we thank God that there has been no loss of life.  Even as 
we recoil in the horror that has visited New York we give thanks for the fast, measured, effective re-
sponse of law enforcement.   
 
There are voices telling us now that the kinds of local attacks which we have seen in Boston and San Ber-
nardino and Orlando;  in London and Paris and Belgium;  in Beirut and Istanbul and Ankara;  in cities and 
cultures across the world, and which now have come to New York, are likely to continue a part of our 
lives into the future.  Since September 11 we have regularly been advised to adapt ourselves to “the new 
normal.”   
 
Perhaps.  But our serenity and our confidence as Christians are not dependent on the external, changea-
ble circumstances of either peace and security, or danger and fear.  Rather, it comes from the deep con-
viction within us that in every time and season — in every condition of life, when covered over with every 
blessing and when assaulted by every adversary — it is on Christ the solid rock we stand.  We live in the 
certainty and assurance that in an inconstant world it is the love of God and that only which endures and 
sustains;  which gives strength to the fearful, solace to those who mourn, and humility to the victori-
ous.  That indwelling love is the source of our brightest hopes and our profoundest consolation.   
 
The love to which we are called and invited is that of the Crucified and Risen One, which enfolds friend 
and adversary, neighbor and stranger; which opens the heart to see the possibilities in everyone, and des-
pises no person.  All this is mystery to the world, but it is the very fabric of the divine reason.  So graced 
and inspired, and now in the shadow of Sunday’s bombing, may God make us brave and strong and faith-
ful to walk peacefully in the way of Jesus when we are on roads straight and smooth and especially on 
paths hard and rocky, that we may not lose our way, that we may be our best selves, and that we may be 
the miracle.  With every good wish I remain 
 
Yours, 

 
The Right Reverend Andrew M.L. Dietsche 
Bishop of New York 



 
OUR BOUNTIFUL HARVEST 

Last April we honored Earth Day as we have done since 1970.  This has been an annual event for people 

around the world, to celebrate the earth and renew our commitment to building a safer, healthier and 

cleaner world for all of us.  Our Eucharistic Prayer C tells us it is a wonderful opportunity to embrace all of 

God’s creation, raise awareness and pray for “this fragile earth.”  As I took stock on that Earth Day, I 

thought about the many ways we pollute this beautiful planet of ours: our air, our land and our seas.  It 

seems that as a species, humans have not been very good stewards of our planet.  That led me to ask my-

self about my own stewardship habits with regard to earth day and I have to admit that I fall short in my 

efforts.  For example, I would leave the water running while I brushed my teeth.  I could make a small 

difference in water conservation by turning the water off between brushing.  After all, stewardship is 

about being personally responsible for all that we embrace.  If everybody did their share we would all 

benefit from a safer, healthier and cleaner world.  What does your stewardship look like?  Are you contrib-

uting to the stewardship of our planet?  Together we all contribute to Our Bountiful Harvest. ~Rick Scott 

Upcoming Events 

Thursday September 22nd: 6:30 PM: Mass  

    7:30 Vestry Meeting  in Board Room 

Sunday September 25th: Sunday School meet in the church @ 10:30 AM to process in 

    Book Group @ 9:15 and 1:00 PM  meet in Mother Ruth Anne's office 

    Bible Study on Genesis in Lady Chapel meet in Lady Chapel  

    Organizational meeting for the Crafte Faire after the 10:30 Mass 

Sunday October 2nd:   Blessing of the animals in the churchyard @ 2:00 PM 

    Soup Kitchen Benefit Concert @ 3:00 PM 

Monday October 3rd:  Office Closed -- Staff Training 

Monday October 10th:  Office Closed-- Columbus Day 

Wednesday October 19th:  No Wednesday Eucharist --Mother Ruth Anne at Diocesan Clergy Day 

Saturday October 22nd:  Harvest Dinner Dance 

Sunday October 23rd:   Commitment Sunday 

    Crop Walk 

    GMIC Talent Show @ 2:30 PM  



 

 

Dear Friends:   
I am looking for a few volunteers to write short letters that will be read (hopefully by the writer) at our 
10:30 service on October 2nd.  In the coming months, we will be having some special observations and 
activities on Children and Youth Sundays which we hope will engage all of us of all ages. On October 2nd, 
I hope to have various folks (hopefully at least a couple of youth) read short letters that they write in the 
vein of 2nd Timothy which was a last letter that Paul wrote to his student/ protégé Timothy when he was 
in prison in Rome – answering the question: 

If you were to write a goodbye letter to a church or spiritual friend what would you like to share with 
them about your faith? 

The gospel appointed for that day, for example, talks about the power of a faith of a mustard seed—what 
would you tell folks about faith in Jesus? How has it changed your life and why is it important?  

Please let me know if you are willing to write a short letter about your faith – I would need these letters 
back by Wednesday of next week.  

Here are the readings for October 2nd:  

Habbakkuk 1:1-4’c 2:1-4 
Psalm 37:1-10 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 

~Mother Ruth Anne 



 

 

 

 

Daysha and Bubba made chocolate covered strawber-

ries as a treat for our first class.  The children worked 

on a lessons and a letter writing activity for the        

October Children's Sunday. 



 

Aprons 

At our recent Tag Sale, we debuted our new Grace Church Aprons!  At all of our fund-

raising functions we will all be wearing red aprons to signal to everyone who attends 

that we are members of the congregation and we are here to help!  A supply of these 

red aprons will be kept on hand to be used by those who are volunteering.  However, 

I also have a supply of red, black and blue aprons that are available for purchase for 

those who want to bring a little "grace" home with them.  The cost of the aprons is 

$20.  If you are interested in purchasing an apron, please see me after each Mass or 

contact me via email:  little.red63@gmail.com  ~Eileen Barrett 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee 

Hour?  Go online to http://

www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and 

click on the picture to sign-up for an 

upcoming coffee hour.  Sign-up from 

home or check to see when you signed up to do 

coffee hour.   Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour 

can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, 

bring or buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour 

intimidates you there is another way to help 

out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, nap-

kins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee.   Donations 

can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, 

thank you for all that you do for Grace Church. 

 

Try out our new   audio mixer 
to listen to the 10:30 Sunday 
Mass live.  No matter where 

you are you can join us in wor-
ship. 

Just click here! 

Crafte Faire Donation Request 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye!  We are seeking donations for the 
“Grandma’s Attic” area of our annual Crafte Faire 

fundraiser (fun raiser!) scheduled 
for Saturday, November 12.  If you 
have any nice items you would like 
to donate (think grandmotherly an-
tique-ish tag sale stuff), please bring 
them to church no later than Sun-
day, October 23.  Thanks!           
~Mark Strunsky 

On Sunday, September 25th there will be an 
Organizational meeting for the Crafte Faire 

after the 10:30 Mass.  Everyone is welcome! 

mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html


 

 

Still looking for something to do this first weekend of Fall? 

Grab the kids and head to Rocking Horse Ranch, one of America’s top rated family resorts, for a Family Fun Day to 
benefit the Food Bank of the Hudson Valley. The unique event provides day pass access to everything Rocking Horse 
has to offer including horseback riding, pony rides, horse drawn hay rides, Big Splash Indoor Water Park, kayaking, 
paddle boating, bungee jumpers, rock climbing walls and much, much more. 

Family Fun Day will take place on Sunday, September 25th, 2016 from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. General admission is $50 
per person and includes the Ranch’s very own country buffet lunch. Availability is limited and tickets must be pur-
chased in advance by calling (800) 647-2624. Horseback riding tickets will be available for purchase the day of the 
event at $25 per person. For a listing of activities and ticket information visit: 
http://www.rockinghorseranch.com/…/food-bank-family-fun-day/ 

http://www.rockinghorseranch.com/…/food-bank-family-fun-day/


 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Nancy Karp  Nek4@cornell.edu  

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

September 22, 2016 starting at 7:30 
pm.  All are invited to attend! 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the June 16, 2016 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the July 21, 2016 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

P lease remember to take a look at 
the Goodshop Program 

(www.goodshop.com).  You just might 
like it! 

 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   
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