
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

January 22, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“There is guidance for 
each of us, and by   
lowly listening we 
shall hear the right 

word.”   
~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

“The people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great 
light, and for those who sat 
in the region and shadow 

of death, light has 
dawned.” 8:00 AM   

CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

2ND CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

ACOLYTE CARLA BOYER 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

INTERCESSOR PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER BOB SEEKAMP 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

M.C. TORRY GUARDINO 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER EILEEN BARRETT 

ACOLYTE 1 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 2 MARLENE PRESLEY 

O.T. LECTOR TORRY GUARDINO 

N.T. LECTOR MIKE SAUNDERS 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

LEM   

Sunday January 22nd 
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
Thursday, January 19th - 7:30 PM: Vestry Meeting  (no 6:30 Healing Mass) 

Sunday, January 22nd -  Grace Church welcomes the Rev. Randy Greve from Holy Cross          
    Monastery 

Wednesday, January 25 -  No Wednesday Healing Mass 

Saturday, January 28th -  Paint and Sip 2:00-4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 29th -  Grace Church welcomes the Rt. Rev. Allen K. Shin Bishop Suffragan of  
    the Diocese of New York  

Wednesday, February 1st - Wednesday Healing Mass @ 10:00 AM 

Upcoming Bishop’s Visit 

Grace Church will welcome the Rt. Rev. Allen K. Shin, Bishop 

Suffragan of the Diocese of New York, on Sunday, January 29, 

2017.  

Please plan to join us for this Sunday at the 10:30 service to wel-

come Bishop Shin for his visitation to Grace Church, Middletown. 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service.  Grace 
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you pur-
chase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards 
helps you prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us 
in mind when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit 
card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit 
card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   



Sound in Vestments 

As many of you know, Fern, Don, and I sing in an a cappella choral group called Kairos. Kairos are artists-in

-residence at the Holy Cross Monastery, an Anglican Benedictine community of men in West Park, New 

York. Most of our performances take place there, including a series of Bach cantatas, each of which is pre-

sented with a chamber orchestra in the context of a choral evensong service, much as they would have 

been in Bach’s day. 

Although the Benedictine Order requires a life of poverty, the buildings and grounds of Holy Cross are 

magnificent, especially at this time of year under a blanket of snow. The monastery overlooks the Hudson 

River, directly across from the Vanderbilt Mansion. Rumor has it that when construction of the monastery 

began in 1902, Frederick William Vanderbilt took more than a passing interest in the architecture of the 

buildings for fear that they would detract from his view. 

Holy Cross currently houses fifteen monks who are dedicated to their primary ministry of providing spiritu-

al guidance to visitors on individual and group retreats. They come from a variety of backgrounds but 

share a common interest in devoting their lives to knowing God through a practice of monastic living. Alt-

hough their discernment process doesn’t include an audition, the brothers do a lot of singing. Five times 

each day (Matins, Holy Eucharist, Diurnum, Vespers, and Compline), they gather in the Church of St. Au-

gustine for communal prayer, chanting, and hymn-singing. Brothers Scott, John, and Josép sing with us in 

Kairos. 

Several members of the community have attended seminaries and been ordained as clergy, which makes 

Holy Cross a local resource for supply priests. Brother Randy Greve will be visiting us this Sunday in that 

capacity. A native of Texas, Randy attended Southern Baptist churches in his youth. He graduated from 

Houston Baptist University in 1988 and attended The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 

Kentucky before being confirmed in the Episcopal Church in 1993. He worked at three different Episcopal 

churches as a youth minister before entering the Order of the Holy Cross in 2005. In 2010, he moved to the 

Holy Cross Priory in Toronto to attend seminary at Wycliffe College, where he was ordained. In December 

2013, he moved back to West Park, where he currently serves as Sub-Prior, Director of Associates, and 

Bursar, in addition to leading retreats and providing individual spiritual direction. I hope you can join us on 

Sunday in making Brother Randy feel welcome. 

This week’s hymns include: 

 381 “Thy strong word did cleave the darkness…”, 

sung to the tune Ton-y-Botel, Welsh for “bottle tune”. Although its 

composer is known to be Thomas John Williams, a rumor was  

circulated shortly after its publication that this tune was discovered  

washed up in a bottle on the northern coast of Wales. 

 126 “The people who in darkness walked…”, 

a paraphrase of this week’s Old Testament lesson. 

(continued on the next page)  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Pill Bottle Collection Update: 

Dear Friends: 

I wanted to update you on the progress of our Pill 
bottle collection ministry. On Friday January 13, 
2017, the Girl Scouts (led by Anne Caldwell, Janet, 
and John Cusack and including our own young 
adults Cloe Fain and Carolanne Cusack)  prepared 
our first shipment of pill bottles for the medical 
supplies shipments.  Thanks to the Girl Scouts for 
all their work – and for the other volunteers who 
have stepped up and will also be helping to pre-
pare additional shipments. We are so thankful to 
you all!  

As we get ready to ship these, we are reaching out 
to see if we might have any folks who might be 
willing to chip in some funds to help us ship these 
to the ministry headquarters. If so, please contact 
Mother Garcia at gracemiddletownrec-
tor@outlook.com for more information. 

Episcopal New Yorker: 
If you would like to receive the Episcopal New 
Yorker and it is not being mailed to your home, 
please contact Mother Ruth Anne @ grace-
middletownrector@outlook.com and let me 
know you would like to receive it. Please include 
your preferred mailing address in the e-mail. You 
may also sign up on the sheet in the back of the 
church. The Episcopal New Yorker is available at 
no cost for Grace Church members. 

D 
ear Grace Church: 

It is with great gratitude that I write to 
thank you for the generous purse given 
to Jeremy and me at Christmas. It was 

such a gracious and unexpected gift for which I 
would like to thank each and every one of you. I feel 
especially blessed that I was called to Grace Church 
as your Interim priest. You all are a gift to me each 
and every day!  
In Gratitude, 

Mother Ruth Anne, Jeremy, and Phineas the dog! 

 661 “They cast their nets in Galilee…”, 

a glimpse of Peter and John’s peaceful lives while they were still fishing for fish. 

 550 “Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult…”, 

set to the tune Resignation from The Southern Harmony, an early “shape-note” hymn book, in which 

notes were assigned different shapes based on their position in the scale. 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in 
this space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

Michael Saunders, 
Director of Music 

MSaunde1@Stevens.edu 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


Unwind and Paint  "Snow in the Country" Scene with   Family and 
Friends 

No experience necessary.  We will guide you step by step to create your very own version of this art. 
 

A fundraiser benefiting Grace Episcopal Church 
 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 
 

Price: $40.00 
 

From 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Please arrive 15 minutes before the event begins.) 

 
At Le Jardin's Studio 

416 East Main Street, Middletown, NY 10940 
 

To Register: 
Contact Allison @ 845-321-4798 

Or register on-line at http://www.decoartny.com/event-registration/
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The Inauguration of Hope 

Monday, January 23, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Cathedral of St. John the Divine, Manhattan 

 

Join actor, writer and director Ethan Hawke; actress and singer Karen Akers; musician Paul 

Winter; Cathedral poet-in-residence Marilyn Nelson and many other noteworthy musicians, 

performers, and poets for a gathering to reaffirm "what we're for, not what we're against" 

and to "recommit to the values we hold in common."  Cathedral friend and Episcopalian ac-

tor Anthony Newfield will be the master of ceremonies. (List of artists is in formation. For 

more information, click here.) 

 

Free and open to all. 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Nancy Karp  Nek4@cornell.edu  

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

January 19, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  
All are invited to attend! 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the October 20, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the November 17, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at 
the Goodshop Program 

(www.goodshop.com).  You just might 
like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in wor-
ship. 

Just click here! 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
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