
 

April 9, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“We take care of the   
future best by taking 

care of the present now.” 
 

~Jon Kabat-Zinn 

“Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of 
the Lord!  Hosanna in 
the highest heaven!” 

8:00 AM   

CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

N.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON TORRY GUARDINO 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER EILEEN BARRETT 

ACOLYTE 1 TIM POWERS 

ACOLYTE 2 MARLENE PRESLEY 

O.T. LECTOR TORRY GUARDINO 

N.T. LECTOR RICK SCOTT 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

LEM   

Sunday April 9th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

PALM SUNDAY 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
Friday, April 7th -   Stations of the Cross @ 6:30 PM 
                       Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament @ 7:00 PM 

Saturday, April 8th -   Lenten Quiet Day @ 9:30 
     Altar Guild Clean Up Day 

Sunday, April 9th -   Palm Sunday 

April 10th through April 16th -  Holy Week 

Passion Reading for Good Friday 
If you would like to take part in the Passion Reading 
on Good Friday, please sign up on the sheets in the 
back of the church or near Phyllis’ offices. We will 
meet to rehearse after coffee hour on Palm Sunday 
or an alternative date decided by the group.  For 
more information contact Mother Ruth Anne @ 
gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com. 

Save The Date! 
On Saturday, April 29th, at 1:00 
PM, Grace Church will host a 

CPR Certification class.  The cost is 
$30.00 per person.  A sign-up sheet will 
be  posted on the bulletin board outside 
of Phyllis’ office.  For more information 
contact Connie Herm. 

mailto:gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com


Sound in Vestments 

This Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, in which we contemplate the events which took place in 
the last days before Christ’s crucifixion. At Grace, we observe Holy Week with a series of services which 
are considered to be parts of a week-long liturgy, culminating in The Great Vigil and First Mass of Easter on 
Saturday evening. 

The first of these events is Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem on the back of a donkey, greeted by cheering crowds 
who strew his path with their cloaks and freshly-cut palm fronds. Our tradition of carrying palms in proces-
sion on Palm Sunday was originated by St. Cyril, the Bishop of Jerusalem from 350 to 387. Since then, the 
custom has spread throughout Christendom. 

An eyewitness account exists of this rite as it was practiced in Jerusalem in 383. Egeria, a pilgrim nun from 
Spain, described a procession which assembled at the top of the Mount of Olives for a reading of the Gos-
pel of the Palms. At the conclusion of the reading, they proceeded down the mountain to the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, carrying palm branches. The procession was accompanied by the singing of Psalm 118. 
According to her account, young children were carried on their parents’ shoulders, and the procession 
went slowly “on account of the older women and men among them who might get tired.” 

Unlike St. Cyril’s, our procession is traditionally accompanied by the singing of the hymn “All glory, laud 
and honor to thee, Redeemer, King!”. The text of this hymn was written in 818 by another bishop, The-
odulf of Orléans, in a French monastery where he had been exiled for treason by King Louis I, a charge 
which he adamantly denied. He was released after two years, but died before he was able to reclaim his 
bishopric. 

You will be relieved to know that we will be singing only the first five of the 38 verses which Theodulf com-
posed to pass the time during his imprisonment. Here is an example of one of the verses that didn’t make 
the cut: 

“Be thou, O Lord, the Rider, 
and we the little ass; 

That to God’s Holy City 
together we may pass.” 

It sounds a lot better in Latin. 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

Michael Saunders, 
Director of Music  MSaunde1@Stevens.edu 

 

  

Photo below:  While not the same procession as seen by 
Egeria, here is a photograph from about 18 years ago show-
ing several choir members in their younger days! 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

 

P lease take time to sign up for the All 
Night Vigil at the Altar of Repose and 

for the Agape Meal following the Easter   
Vigil. Both sign-up sheets are outside of 
Phyllis' office in the Parish Hall.  
 

F ollowing the Wednesday Healing Mass 
during Holy Week, we will be holding a 

simple service of the Stations of the Cross 
for those unable to join us on Friday. 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

Lenten Quiet Day:                           
Saturday, April 8th 
A Lenten Quiet Day will be held at Grace Church 
on Saturday, April 8th.  The theme will be 
"Preparing for Holy Week."  Coffee and bagels 
will be available at 9:30, and the quiet day will 
begin at 10:00 with Morning Prayer.  There will 
be short presentations on the liturgies and scrip-
tural readings for Holy Week and there will be 
plenty of time for silent reflection. The day will 
wrap up around 5:00.  If you cannot make the 
whole day, please feel free to join us for part of 
it! If you have any questions, please contact Tim 
at tmp617@gmail.com. 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service.  Grace 
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you pur-
chase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card 
purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card 
you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

Search Committee Update 
On Sunday, April 26, the Vestry approved the Parish 

Profile, a document that provides important infor-

mation concerning our parish, including information 

about our services and programs, budget, parish life 

and goals, and previous clergy.   Most of the infor-

mation contained in the Parish Profile came from the 

survey and the round table meeting.  The Parish Pro-

file along with the OTM Profile (which was shared 

with the congregation in February) were sent to the 

Office of Transition Ministry and are being re-

viewed.  Once the review is complete, the Parish Pro-

file will be posted on the Church's website.  Thank 

you for your continued prayers and support.  

     ~ Allison & John 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

April 20, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the February 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the January 19, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in wor-
ship. 

Just click here! 

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 
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