
 

May 21, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Am I not destroying 

my enemies when I 

make friends of them?” 
-Abraham Lincoln 

“In a little while the 
world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also 

will live.” 8:00 AM  

CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

2ND CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

ACOLYTE KATHY HAMILTON 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON TIM POWERS 

M.C. RICK SCOTT 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER TORRY GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 1 LENORA VAUGHN 

ACOLYTE 2 MARLENE PRESLEY 

O.T. LECTOR TIM POWERS 

N.T. LECTOR MIKE SAUNDERS 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER EILEEN BARRETT 

    

Sunday May 21st 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, May 18th -  6:30 PM No Healing Mass 
                7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

Friday, May 19th -   Office Closed 

Sunday, May 21st -   We welcome back Br. Randy Greve from Holy Cross Monastery 
    8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II 
    3:00-6:00 PM: Open House and Cook Out @ Middletown Islamic Center  

Wednesday, May 24th -  10:00 AM No Healing Mass (Mother Ruth Anne is away) 

Sunday, May 28th -   8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
                10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Monday, May 29th -   Memorial Day/Office Closed 

Wednesday, May 31st -  10:00 AM Healing Mass 

Sunday, June 4th -   Pentecost 
                8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
                10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when 
preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

The Search Committee has completed the Grace 
Church Parish Profile and is now receiving appli-

cants.  We will be receiving names until June 
16th.   

To read our Parish Profile click here. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/about/parish-profile-2017.html


 

 

 

On Mother’s Day, we celebrated the 100th birthday of Atalie 
Lebedeff at the 8 O’Clock coffee hour. 

Dear Family at Grace, in Grace, and full of Grace 

Of the many blessings in my life, the festive coffee hour after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, 5/14, will be 
at the top of the list. 

After the very special blessing offered by Mother Ruth Anne during the Mass, I was overwhelmed by the 
elegance of the wonderful decoration of the boardroom for coffee hour.  Everything was set out so beau-
tifully and was so inviting.  It was obvious that many people had lovingly given of their time and talents 
to create this celebration. I am filled with gratitude. 

I truly believe that I am exactly where I should be at this stage of my life.  I thank you all for being here to 
accept me, welcome me, and to make me feel part of the family. 
 
Thanks be to God and to all of you. 
Atalie Lebedeff 



 

 

 

Sound In Vestments 
The creed that we recite together every Sunday includes a short biography of Jesus. Among other things, it 
reminds us that… 

On the third day, he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the father. 

The “third day”, of course, refers to Easter Sunday. What the creed doesn’t mention is that after Jesus rose 
from his tomb he continued his ministry for another forty days here on earth before he ascended to heav-
en. In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that his time among them is approaching its end and offers 
them the following reassurance: 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of 
truth…” 

During Communion, the choir will sing these comforting words in an a cappella setting composed in the 
16th century by Thomas Tallis, one of England’s greatest composers. 

Next Thursday, the fortieth day of Eastertide, is the Feast of the Ascension, one of the seven Principal 
Feasts of the Church Year. The four days leading up to this feast are traditionally known as “Rogation 
Days”, from the Latin rogare, meaning “to ask”. During this time, it is customary to process around the 
lands asking God’s blessing on the earth and the newly planted crops. This tradition began in Europe in the 
year 470, when earthquakes occurred during a time of severe famine. The Archbishops of Vienna at the 
time ordered that special prayers be said for the land and the crops. The tradition then spread throughout 
western Europe, arriving in Britain in the 8th Century. 

In some parts of Britain, Rogation became known as “gang week”, from the Anglo-Saxon word gang, 
meaning “to go”. People walked around their parish, blessing each field as they came to it. In coastal dis-
tricts, the sea and fishing boats would be blessed with prayers for a good fishing season ahead. 

During the Reformation, processions of all sorts 
were banned, and the custom of “beating the 
bounds” evolved. The people and clergy would 
walk around the boundaries of a parish. At each 
boundary marker, an oak tree, boulder, or what-
ever, they would stop; the gospel was read, and 
then boys of the parish were beaten with willow 
rods to help them remember where the bounda-
ries were. Today, a more humane beating the 
bounds takes place in some parishes where, us-
ing willow wands, the boys beat the ancient 
boundary markers instead. At the conclusion of 
Sunday’s Rite II Mass, we will follow the ancient 
custom and process into the churchyard to ask 
God’s blessing on the earth. 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music 
Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service. 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

 

 

 

R uth and Doug Porto, our former wardens and long-time Grace Church members, would love to 
hear from their old friends at Grace.  They have an upcoming anniversary in June, which we 

will let you know about closer to the date.  But in the meantime, their address is: 

Doug & Ruth Porto 
6152 Verde Trail North.   B206 
Boca Raton, Fl. 33433 
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 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

May 18, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the February 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the March 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfTkhjUEh6bFFwazA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
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