
 

December 10, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“We need to find God, and he 
cannot be found in noise and 

restlessness. God is the friend of 
silence. See how nature - trees, 

flowers, grass- grows in silence; 
see the stars, the moon and the 

sun, how they move in silence... 
We need silence to be able to touch 

souls.”  ~Mother Teresa 

“See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 

the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

2ND CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

ACOLYTE BETH MAISONET 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON TORRY GUARDINO 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER LENORA VAUGHN 

CRUCIFER RICK SCOTT 

ACOLYTE 1 CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE 2 TIM POWERS 

O.T. LECTOR TORRY GUARDINO 

N.T. LECTOR RICK SCOTT 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER EILEEN BARRETT 

Sunday December 10th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Friday, December 8th - 7:00 PM: Warwick Valley Chorale Holiday Concert at Grace Church 

Sunday, December 10th - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   

Tuesday, December 12th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  
    11:00 AM:  Pill bottle group will meet after the Healing Mass 

Sunday, December 17th - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   

Tuesday, December 19th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

Thursday, December 21st - 7:30 PM:  Monthly Vestry Meeting - all are welcome! 

 

The Christmas Schedule is as follows: 

Sunday, December 24th - 9:00 AM:  Morning Prayer followed by the decorating of the Church for  
    Christmas. 
    4:00 PM:  Family Service and Pageant 
    10:30 PM:  Choral Prelude by the Grace Church 
Choir                              11:00 PM:  Midnight Mass 

Monday, December 25th - 9:00 AM:  Christmas Mass with music 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee 
Hour?  Go online to http://

www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/
coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture 
to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour.  Sign-up 
from home or check to see when you signed up to 
do coffee hour.   Sometimes, signing up for coffee 
hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I 
bake, bring or buy?  If providing a snack for coffee 
hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, nap-
kins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee.   Dona-
tions can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As 
always, thank you for all that you do for Grace 
Church! 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html


 

 

   

 

St. Nicholas made a surprise appearance on Sunday, 

giving out gold coins to all who attended. 

A Letter From Jane Wood To The Search Committee 
Dear John and Allison: 

This is Jane S. (Strunsky) Wood writing!  Mark always sends me the Epistle which I enjoy reading very 
much.  He has also told me that you are "back to the drawing board" in your search for a rector.  I thought 
you might like to hear a story of my involvement with a search, not as Gregg's wife from the clergy point 
of view, but from the layperson side! 

During the time Gregg was a hospital chaplain on Long Island, I joined a large parish there.  After a num-
ber of years our rector moved on, and the wardens and vestry asked me to head up the search com-
mittee.  The church was considered a cardinal parish and we knew we would have a lot of applicants.  We 
received close to 100.  

I had a wonderful search committee and they worked hard.  We went through all the steps you know only 
too well.  We even had a committee member who generously paid all the airfares of small subcommittees 
who flew to other parts of the country to interview select candidates.  

We eventually narrowed it down to five semi-finalists, then to three finalists.  This all took more than a 
year.  We ranked them, and then called our number one.  He turned us down.  We called our number 
two.  He turned us down.  When we tried number three, that priest said he hadn't been able to wait any 
longer and he too had taken another position. 

So back we went, just as you are doing.  The process wound up taking two full years.  But this story has a 
happy ending.  We wound up calling a wonderful priest whom everyone loved.  He had a great ministry 
there, and eventually wound up as an assistant bishop. 

So don't give up, hang in, keep praying, and trust the Holy Spirit!  I'm praying for you too. 

Best regards, 

Jane  



 

 

  

 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

Here is the new mailing address for Mother 
Ruth Anne and Jeremy if you’d like to stay in 
contact: 

1542 18th Ave S 
Seattle Washington 98144 

An update on Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy: 
It was a somewhat rocky start—the movers were late and took much longer than anticipated on Thursday 
to load the truck.  Then the car transport company called to say they wouldn’t arrive to pick up their Hon-
da Fit until Friday.  Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy finally left the Rectory about 1:00 on Friday 12/1.  This 
was just a few hours behind schedule because they insisted on cleaning the Rectory before they left!!  I 
had volunteered to drive them to Jeremy’s son’s house in Brooklyn.  They planned to spend some time 
with him, and then Theo would drive them to the airport.  Unfortunately the late start and very HEAVY 
TRAFFIC delayed our arrival in Brooklyn.  Once at Theo’s home, I turned Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy 
over to him and headed back to Middletown.   Meanwhile, back in Middletown, Phyllis and Torry made 
certain that the car was picked up by the transport company. 

The good news is that Mother Ruth Anne and Jeremy made it to the airport on time and arrived in Seattle 
to a warm welcome from their new parish.  They were met at the airport by folks from Epiphany who 
helped collect their luggage and bring it to their new home, while they picked up their rental car.  The par-
ish had also set them up with food, sheets, blankets and a futon to sleep on until their furniture arrived.   

I think it is safe to say that our prayers for them were answered.  They have found a parish that will love 
them as much as we have!   ~Claire Newquist 

Advent is here! 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

   



 

 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

December 21, 2017 starting at 7:30 
pm.  All are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the September 21, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the October 19, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that holiday dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when 
preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfcWpCVzNGNE1UN0k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfcWpCVzNGNE1UN0k/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NEi-e13GRuxhkrqpIfitsMHM1gC5izhs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NEi-e13GRuxhkrqpIfitsMHM1gC5izhs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
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http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

