
 

January 21, 2018 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Our hearts, souls, and minds are the 
soil within which Jesus sows the seeds 
of good news—that God loves us, each 
one of us, without reservation.  When 
these seeds of love take root, they bear 

fruit and change the way we treat 
those around us.  We receive everyone 

we meet as God’s beloved.” 
~Forward Day by Day, Thursday,           

November 2, 2018 

“For God alone my soul 
in silence waits;  

truly, my hope is in 
him.” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON LENORA VAUGHN 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

CRUCIFER TORRY GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 1 DAVID BROKAW 

ACOLYTE 2 MARLENE PRESLEY 

O.T. LECTOR MIKE SAUNDERS 

N.T. LECTOR LORRAINE WITKOWSKI 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER BOB WARNER 

Sunday January 21st 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, January 21st - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, January 23rd -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

Sunday, January 28th - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   

Tuesday, January 30th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass   

Sunday, February 4th - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, February 6th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are availa-
ble for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-

vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of 
the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase 
the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can 
make shopping for the family easy.  Our ongo-
ing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  
Church.  Please keep us in mind when preparing 
your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to 
announce that we can now ac-
cept credit card purchases for 
the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if 
you use a rewards credit card 
you can now accumulate points 
while supporting Grace Church!   

Job Posting for Part-time Guild of St. Margaret Office Assistant: 
Thanks to the Guild of St Margaret’s receipt of the 5 year NYS HPNAP (Hunger Prevention and Nutrition 
Assistance Program) Grant, they are able to hire a part time Office Assistant.   The Office Assistant will re-
port directly to the Executive Director of the Guild.  Duties and responsibilities of the position will in-
clude:  answering the Guild telephone, dealing with the incoming and outgoing mail, maintenance of 
office files, entering of data as required by various funding sources, management of the volunteer data 
base and other tasks as required.  The position will be for 16 hours weekly, although additional hours may 
be required at specific times, such as when major grant applications are being prepared.  Specific hours 
and salary will be discussed at the interview. 

Candidates for this position should have a high school diploma or equivalent and at least one year of 
office experience.  Candidates must be computer literate.  Familiarity with Church Windows and PayPal 
would be helpful. 

Candidates should submit their resumes to Eileen Barrett, Chair of the Personnel Committee by Friday, 
February 2, 2018.  If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Eileen Bar-
rett or Claire Newquist 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

   

 

Sound in Vestments 
One of the themes that we revisit at this time of the liturgical year is Jesus’ recruitment of his disciples. 
The first of them were two pairs of brothers—Andrew & Simon (who would later be known as Peter), and 
John & James, sons of Zebedee. (There are several Johns in the bible—this one would become John the 
Evangelist, the author of the fourth Gospel.) All four were fishermen who enjoyed a secure and safe liveli-
hood on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, also known as the Sea of Galilee, yet they left their possessions and 
their families in order to accept Jesus’ invitation: 

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 

William Alexander Percy was raised in the Mississippi delta at the turn of the 20th century. Although he 
grew up on a huge plantation which his family owned, he was no stranger to strife and unrest. As the First 
World War raged in Europe, he worked for the Commission for Relief in Belgium, which sought to feed the 
starving millions cut off from food supplies by the war. When America entered the war, he served in the 
infantry and rose to the rank of Captain, earning the French Croix de Guerre and a silver star. After the ar-
mistice, Percy returned to Mississippi and joined his father, a U. S. Senator, in opposing the rise of the Ku 
Klux Klan in their home town. It was during this time that he wrote the poem His Peace, which was in-
spired by the sacrifice of the four humble fishermen: 

I love to think of them at dawn 
Beneath the frail pink sky, 

Casting their nets in Galilee 
And fish-hawks circling by. … 

Percy’s poem was so admired by church officials that it was set to music and included in the last two edi-
tions of our hymnal. The four verses included in the hymn poignantly express how the presence of God in 
the fishermen’s hearts brought not only peace but also the promise of suffering and martyrdom. 

The poem ends somewhat ambiguously: 

The peace of God, it is no peace, 
But strife closed in the sod. 

Yet, brothers, pray for but one thing, 
The marvelous peace of God. 

When the editors of The Hymnal 1940 requested Percy’s permission to set his poem to music, they asked if 
they could omit the last verse. Percy said no, because he felt that the meaning of the poem lay in the ten-
sion within its final four lines. 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  

Michael Saunders,  
Director of Music      

A dult education will continue reading from Devotional Classics (ed., Foster & Smith). 
This week we will discuss the reading from George Buttrick, “A Simple Regimen of 

Prayer.” Feel free to join us after the 10:30 coffee hour for spiritual conversation even if 
you haven’t done the reading. If you have questions or suggestions for future adult educa-
tion offerings, contact Tim at tmp617@gmail.com or 646-584-6002.  ~Tim Powers 

D ear Grace Family and Friends, 

As of January 8, 2018, the Rector's Search Committees is no longer receiving names for the Rector’s 
position.  The Committee met on January 11, reviewed the applicants’ information, and submitted a list of 
applicants’ names to the Office of Transition Ministry (OTM) for vetting. Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support.  ~Allison & John 

<"(((>{ 

http://www.covert.org/georgetown.html
mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com


 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

January 18th starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the November 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the October 19, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee 

hour.  Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.   Some-
times, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or 
buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and 

coffee.   Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, thank you for all that you do for 
Grace Church! 

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
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