
NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2019.html 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, November 17th 

November 17, 2019    Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Getting comfortable 
and relying on God will 
take the guesswork and 
the fear out of everyday 

happenings as well as 
traumatic ones.  We will 
become the peaceful, se-

rene people we’ve en-
vied for years.” ~Karen Casey   

8:00 AM  

Chalice Claire Newquist 

2nd Chalice  

Acolyte Kathy Hamilgon 

O.T. Lector Claire Newquist 

N.T. Lector Beverly Bailey 

Intercessor Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Gail Lichwick 

10:30 AM  

Subdeacon Torry Guardino 

M.C. Phyllis Guardino 

Thurifer Lenora Vaughan 

Crucifer David Brokaw 

Acolyte 1 Marlene Presley 

Acolyte 2 Rhonda Sarrazin 

O.T. Lector Damien Hawkins 

N.T. Lector 
Marguerite            

Ostergaard 

Intercessor Mark Strunsky 

Usher Rick Scott 

Usher Sue Scott 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2019.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org
mailto:gracesec@warwick.net


 
 Upcoming Events 
Saturday, November 16  2:00 PM:  Funeral Mass for Alicia Hassler 

Sunday, November 17  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II with a Blessing of the Prayer Shawls 

Monday, November 18  7:00 PM:  Vestry Book Discussion 

Wednesday, November 20 10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Thursday, November 21  6:30 PM: Healing Mass 
    7:30 PM:  Monthly Vestry Meeting 

Sunday, November 24  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, November 27 10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Sunday, December 1  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

2019 Crafte Faire Update 
As many of you know the Crafte Faire is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year.  If you have never been able 
to attend, you should really try this year.  This is our 
25th Anniversary of the Merrie Olde English Crafte 
Faire.  Rumor has it that some royalty will be on 
hand to help greet the visitors to our church.  

The day is filled with fun, shopping, food and merri-
ment.  As  I have mentioned, sign up sheets are out-
side of Phyllis office on the bulletin board.  Even if 
you can only spare an hour, we would love to see 
you.    

If you can't be there to help, maybe you could bake 
something for our sale, or something for our tea.  If 
you are unable to make something maybe you 
could donate towards our gift card tree or the 
beautiful baskets created by Sue and Claire. 

Finally, please consider selling the raffle tickets that 
we have prepared for you.  We are asking every pa-
rishioner to sell the two packets of 6 tickets as-
signed to them (they will be at church on Sun-
day).  If you are able to sell more, please let Meg 
Catizone know.  

Thank you for all that you do to help the fundrais-
ing committee achieve their goals.  ~Eileen 

 S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are avail-
able for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-

vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of 
the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase 
the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can 
make shopping for the family easy.  Our ongo-
ing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your holiday meals while helping 
Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when 

preparing your shop-
ping lists! 

W e are happy 
and pleased to 

announce that we can 
accept credit card pur-
chases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  
So, if you use a re-

wards credit card you can now accumulate 
points while supporting Grace Church!   

There will be a Blessing of 

Prayer Shawls this Sunday, 

November 17, at the 10:30 

Mass.  

http://gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

Hello Grace Church Family, 

Word has been traveling fast, but in case you haven't heard, our dear friend Alicia 
Hassler passed into God's eternal care on November 11th. 

The mass for her will be this Saturday, November 16 at 2 PM (here at Grace).  I apol-
ogize for the short notice.  This weekend is best for her family, who will be traveling 
from Pennsylvania and other nearby states to attend. 

Please pass the word to anyone who might not be on this email list, so we can 
spread the word and gather as a family of faith to commend our dear Alicia into the loving embrace of our 
Lord. 

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to Grace Episcopal Church in Alicia's 
memory.  ~ Father Victor 

Photos from the Veterans 

Day coffee hour following 

10:30 Mass sponsored by 

Lourdes and Lorraine. 



 

A Report on the 243rd Convention of the Diocese of New York 

Just as each November brings our annual Crafte Faire, so too does it bring the annual Diocesan Convention 
for our Diocese of New York.  This year’s convention was held on November 8th and 9th in Tarrytown, New 
York.  Father Victor and I attended as your representatives from Grace. 

This year’s convention was typical in the sense that Diocesan business was conducted.  The annual budget 
was passed, resolutions were proposed and voted on, Committee elections were held, reports given, Bish-
op Cross Awards presented and our Bishops each addressed those assembled.  I generally will report and 
write on an aspect of the Convention which touched me in a way outside of the typical business.  This year 
will be no different. 

Among the two days of Convention, there was a resolution which stood out to me for several reasons; its 
historical perspective, the seriousness of the subject matter and lastly, because the gravity of the subject 
was completely ignored at the time and this particular resolution was procedurally tabled in 1860. 

On September 27, 1860, the eve of the Civil War, at the Annual Convention of the Diocese of New York, 
John Jay II (the grandson of John Jay, first Justice of the Supreme Court) rose to address the Convention, 
offering for consideration a preamble and resolution condemning slavery.   Despite the fact that New York 
had begun to phase in abolition early in the century, and that by 1827 all enslaved people in the state had 
been emancipated, ships from the Port of New York continued to sail to the West Coast of Africa to kidnap 
slaves for the American south.  This continued slave trade in New York generated wealth for many in New 
York City.  

Mr. Jay’s resolution asked that the Bishop send a pastoral letter to the people of the Diocese preaching on 
the evils of slavery; that the Clergy of the Diocese preach to their respective parishes about the evils of 
slavery, that the laity of the Diocese “exert their influence, in all legitimate ways,” to end the slave trade, 
and that the Episcopal Church of New York “reject the doctrine that men may be lawfully kidnapped and 
held in slavery by any other person, and do utterly condemn the said practice as a great sin against God 
and man.”  John Jay was continually interrupted during his address to that Convention regarding points of 
order.  The arguments over procedural issues resulted in a movement to table the John Jay resolution.  At 
the end of the Convention, and following a lop-sided vote, this motion was tabled.   

The 1860 resolution remained tabled (once tabled it still remains active) until this Convention.  Following 
a motion to remove it from the table (which was approved) the 1860 resolution made by John Jay was ap-
proved by the Convention Assembly.  After 159 years, this long overdue resolution was acted upon.  
(continued on next page) 



(Convention Report continued) 

This was not just an exercise in ceremony, rather it was a call to action.  The Bishop and our Diocese are 
now committed to the actions called for in the resolution.  We will be hearing from the Bishop in accord-
ance with the requirements of this resolution.  While it may seem a small step after the years of suffering 
endured by those enslaved, it is a step in the right direction.  A Chinese Proverb says “The man who re-
moves a mountain begins by carrying away small stones.”   This is one of those stones.  ~Joe Barrett 

To read and listen to this year’s Convention in more detail, click here. 

https://www.dioceseny.org/2019-convention-report/


To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

        Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Bill Gunn bgunn@hvc.rr.com         Janet Cusack  jlcomg83@gmail.com 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net  

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net                          Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 

Pepe Gutierrez gutierrezpepe@me.com  

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 
Sunday Mass live.  No matter where 
you are you can join us in worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to  http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You may 
sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386-
5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.  

Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies.  When you see something yum-
my on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is 
available.  Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a 
Coffee Hour together.  

Donations of funds or supplies are always accepted 
gladly, and if you don’t feel up to the task of 
hosting a coffee hour, you may make a monetary 
donation and we will happily shop for you. 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on       

November 21st starting at 7:30 pm.   

All are invited to attend! 

To read the highlights of the July 18, 2019 

Vestry meeting, click here. 

 To read the highlights of the September 19, 

2019 Vestry meeting, click here. 
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