
NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2020.html 

 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  

Sunday, February 2nd 

February 2, 2020    Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

8:00 AM  

Chalice Phyllis Guardino 

2nd Chalice  

Acolyte Torry Guardino 

O.T. Lector Phyllis Guardino 

N.T. Lector Beverly Bailey 

Intercessor Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Gail Lichwick 

10:30 AM  

Subdeacon Rick Scott 

M.C. Claire Newquist 

Thurifer Lizzy Ortega 

Crucifer David White 

Acolyte 1 Daysha White 

Acolyte 2 Marlene Presley 

O.T. Lector Grace Gutierrez 

N.T. Lector Rowan Bloomer 

Intercessor Joseph Barrett 

Usher Joseph Barrett 

Usher Bob Warner 

“Let us never grow tired of 
listening for Jesus’ voice.  He 

will be there when we     
tune in.” 

 
Fr. Victor  

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2020.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org
mailto:gracesec@warwick.net


 Upcoming Events 
Sunday, February 2  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, February 5  10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Sunday, February 9  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, February 12 10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Sunday, February 16  8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, February 19 10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Upcoming Diocesan Event:  Friday March 13 - Tour of the Center for Jewish History and the Yeshiva 
University  Museum.  For more information click HERE 

 S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after 
each service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from 

ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can 
make shopping for the family easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards 
helps you prepare your holiday meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep 
us in mind when preparing your shopping lists! 

W e are happy and pleased to announce that we can accept credit card pur-
chases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you 

can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

Fundraising News 
As we enter into the roaring ‘20s the fundraising team is plan-
ning our first two events of 2020.  On March 27th we will be 
holding our 2nd Lenten Fish Fry. So, mark your calendars and 
spread the word.  Last year’s event sold out in 45 minutes.   
Tickets will be on sale shortly. 

The second event is our annual Tricky Tray.  This 
year’s event will be held on April 25th.   

After eight years of chairing the fundraising team, I 
have decided to step down as chair.  I am a firm be-
liever that change brings about growth.  The time 
has come for someone new to chair the committee. 
While I will no longer be chair, I will remain part of 
the committee and help the new chair get acclimat-
ed.   Do you think you are the change that we need?  
If you think you are and would like to discuss what’s 
involved in being the chair, I would be happy to talk.  
You can see me after church, email me 
(little.red63@gmail.com) or call 845-551-2559.  
~Eileen Barrett 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
https://www.dioceseny.org/ednyevent/tour-of-the-center-for-jewish-history-and-the-yeshiva-university-museum/


G race Church has been fortunate over the past 
years to have a perpetual flower fund that 

pays for the flowers on the altar on the weeks when 
flowers were not donated by a parishioner.  At pre-
sent, enough funds are not available for us to con-
tinue this practice without further increasing our 
already tightly stretched annual operating budget.  
We will certainly continue to have flowers on the 
altar on those Sundays that they are donated.  Our 
expenses with Goshen Florist have gone up slightly.  
We ask that you donate $40 for any Sunday on 
which you would like to have altar flowers as a re-
membrance or memorial.  We will also continue to 
purchase Easter and Christmas flowers, which are 

paid for by your generous donations for those occasions. 

On the Sundays when flowers are not specifically donated, we hope to use some type of high quality artifi-
cial floral arrangement.  We are in the process of exploring what would be the best and most tasteful solu-
tion.   

The Sanctuary candle will continue to be available each week as a memorial, for a donation of $10.  The 
cost of these candles has also gone up.  In addition, should you wish to have someone remembered during 
the Mass, we are exploring the possibility of adding a name or names of persons in the weekly bulletin.   

Thank you for your understanding.  If you have any questions about these changes, please do not hesitate 
to speak to me or one of our wardens. 

Father  Victor Sarrazin 

From the Rector’s Desk 

Blessed Absalom Jones Celebration               
to be held Saturday, February 8, 2020 at   
The Cathedral Church of Saint John the       

Divine, Manhattan  

The Rt. Rev. Andrew ML Dietsche, Bishop of 
New York, presiding 

The Rev. Charles Wynder, Jr. Staff Officer for So-
cial Justice and Advocacy Engagement, The Epis-
copal Church, preaching 

For more information click HERE 

On the next page, I’ve written an article with 
what you might find to be a curious title.  The 
Gray Writer’s Corner is a bit of a play on words.  
Besides my gray hair,  “The Gray Riders” is a 
nickname for the NYS Troopers.  I hope to write 
periodic articles under this title about safety, 
security and crime prevention topics.  If you 
have any ideas for future articles, please let me 
know.  Thank you.  Joe  

https://www.dioceseny.org/ednyevent/absalom-jones-2020/


The Gray Writer’s Corner 

You know when you’re settling into your seat as the crew is preparing the plane for take-off.  The exit door 

is pulled shut, securely latched and the ground crew pushes the plane back from the gate.  The pilot guides 

the plane toward the runway and you get in line for take-off.  As part of the flight preparation, the attend-

ants guide you through the procedures in the event of an aircraft emergency.  “Now we request your 

full attention as the flight attendants demonstrate the safety features of this aircraft.”   As they inform us 

about what will happen in the event of rapid cabin depressurization, what to do in the event of a water 

landing, where the emergency exits are and to follow the lights along the aisle, are we paying full atten-

tion?   

I’m the first to admit that there will be aircraft emergencies where there will be no one surviving, but 

there will also be those emergencies where being prepared, having a prepared mind, will serve us well.  

Paying attention to these instructions will help us prepare our minds to react in an emergency.  Think Cap-

tain Sully and the “miracle on the Hudson.”  There will be times when paying attention to where the emer-

gency exits are, where the life jackets are located, what to do when the oxygen masks drop down, will 

save our lives. 

OK, so now you’re probably wondering what is your point, Joe?  Where are you going with this?  Well, I’d 

like to get you to begin to think about what to do in an emergency, to prepare your mind to react.  When 

you go to the movie theater, how do you get out in the event of a fire?  Same goes when you spend an 

evening in a Hotel.  How do you get out if the fire alarm sounds?  Where are the stairs leading to the exits?  

Yes, the stairs; never take an elevator when the building is on fire.  When you are sitting in Church on any 

given Sunday, do you know how to get out in the event of a fire or if the fire alarm sounds?  Even though 

the ushers will direct you out, you should know where the closest exits are.  There may be times when, in 

the confusion of the moment, you may have to move without guidance.  You need to know where those 

exits are.  So, learn them.  Which exit do you use if one or two of them are blocked by fire?  What if you 

are in the Boardroom; how do you get out?  Or up on the second floor? 

Oh, and please remember that “calm is contagious.”  Conversely, so is panic.  No matter where you are, 

stay calm and move with purpose toward the nearest exit in the event of an emergency.  I hope you know 

that my purpose here is not to make you worry but just to get you thinking.  We are in Church on Sunday 

to worship and that’s where our focus needs to be.  Yet, just a few minutes before Mass, after Mass or 

even after coffee hour should be all that’s needed to identify exits from the Church and Parish House and 

maybe think through how you would react if an evacuation is needed.    

We, Fr. Vic and the Vestry, have begun thinking through ways to protect our congregation and our build-

ings.  I will be writing a couple more articles regarding different aspects of preparing and responding to 

emergency situations.  After the last article there will be a meeting scheduled for a Sunday after Mass 

where we can discuss the subject of these articles.  We can walk around the Church and Parish House and 

identify exits and explore areas that you may not be familiar with.  Please watch the Epistle for more infor-

mation.  ~Joe 



 

Your Grace Church Vestry 

Wardens 

 Joseph Barrett                    Claire Newquist  

        Clerk of the Vestry                          Treasurer 

 Bill Gunn             Janet Cusack   

Vestry 

 Lourdes Cruz                      Anne Caldwell   

 Joseph Gayton         Connie Herm   

 John Cusack                       Sue Scott  

 Allison McLean                      Pepe Gutierrez   

Try out our audio mixer to 
listen to the 10:30 Sunday 

Mass live.  No matter where 
you are you can join us in 

worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to  http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You may 
sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386-
5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.  

Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies.  When you see something yum-
my on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available.  Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee 
Hour together.  

Donations of funds or supplies are always accepted gladly, and if you don’t feel up to the task of hosting a 
coffee hour, you may make a monetary donation and we will happily shop for you. 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on       

February 20th starting at 7:30 pm.   All 

are invited to attend! 

To read the highlights of the December 19, 

2019 Vestry meeting, click here. 

 To read the highlights of the November 21, 

2019 Vestry meeting, click here. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12_gD1PcMiMS4hyu7jQFOc2ZO_H_78bTM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12_gD1PcMiMS4hyu7jQFOc2ZO_H_78bTM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XwsY3P-oWpoDGcekGQdRwwvIfK-bwiyt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gJY3XNmrgcBREuqxAyezQBVtEDL2I-Td/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gJY3XNmrgcBREuqxAyezQBVtEDL2I-Td/view?usp=sharing

