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Sunday, July 29

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Sometimes
the shadows
we experience
are
from God's
sheltering wings,
from Jesus
bending over us
to reach for us
to hold us
in His arms.”
— Diana Ice

8:00 AM
Chalice

Kathy Hamilton

2nd Chalice

Janet Cusack

Acolyte

Janet Cusack

O.T. Lector

Steven Michael

N.T. Lector

Carla Boyer

Intercessor

Lisa DeNisco

Usher

Lisa DeNisco

Usher

Gail Lichwick

10:30 AM
Subdeacon

Torry Guardino

M.C.

Phyllis Guardino

Thurifer

Claire Newquist

Crucifer
Acolyte 1

David Brokaw
Marlene Presley

Acolyte 2

Lenora Vaughn

O.T. Lector

Lorraine Witkowski

N.T. Lector

Lourdes Cruz

Intercessor

Mark Strunsky

Usher

Mark Strunsky

Usher

Bob Warner

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS
THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL
SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html

Endowment Committee News
It was with heavy hearts that the Endowment Committee accepted
and passed on to the Vestry Tuesday July 17, 2018, the resignation of Bob Smith as our Chairman.
Bob served tirelessly as our Chairman for 28 years. When he became Chairman, the Endowment Portfolio was approximately
$800,000.00. During his tenure the Portfolio and Income have
more than tripled. Today the Endowment Portfolio is
$2,700.000.00, The income from the Endowment is approximately
$140,00.00 and all of that is budgeted each year toward Grace
Church expenses.
The next time you see Bob, please thank him for his dedication to
Grace Church and the Endowment Committee.
— Lisa DeNisco

Save the Date!
Deadline for Tag Sale
Donations: August 1
Please be sure to put a sign on it
that says “donation” — so we know
that the items are intended for the
August 18th Tag Sale. Thank you!

For donations after August 1,
please contact Mark Strunsky

Mid-Hudson Regional Council Meeting
Saturday, Sept. 29, 2018
9:30am-3pm at St. James Hyde Park
After our business meeting, we will engage with the topic of CLIMATE CHANGE and our role in caring for God’s creation.
Featuring keynote speaker, the Rev. Jeff Golliher and Hudson
River Playback Theatre, a group that fosters change through
storytelling, music and interactive performance.
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Dietsche will preach and preside at Holy
Eucharist. More information and registration materials will follow
soon.

Sound in Vestments
This week’s featured hymn was written by Thomas Andrew Dorsey, the son of a revivalist preacher.
Thomas was born in Villa Rica, Georgia in 1899. When he was about eleven, the Dorseys moved to
Atlanta, where Thomas was quickly enamored with the blues and began playing piano at a vaudeville theater. In 1915, the family moved to Chicago where he attended classes at the College of Composition and Arranging. Soon he was onstage under the name “Georgia Tom”, playing honky-tonk
piano in one of Al Capone’s Chicago speakeasies and leading jazz bands.
After attending the National Baptist Convention in Chicago in 1921,
Thomas decided to devote his musical talents to writing gospel songs,
although his initial attempts at getting them published were discouraging. He later said, “I borrowed five dollars and sent out 500 copies of
my song, ‘If You See My Savior’, to churches throughout the country…
It was three years before I got a single order. I felt like going back to
the blues.” Fortunately for us, Thomas persevered—gradually his reputation grew, and his work became well-known.
In August, 1932, Thomas and his wife were expecting a child. While
leading a band in St. Louis, he was handed a telegram with news from
home. Thomas eagerly opened it, anxious to find out if the baby was a
boy or a girl. Instead, the slip of paper bore the news that his wife had
died in childbirth. He rushed to a phone to call home, but all he could
hear over the line was “Nettie is dead! Nettie is dead!” A friend drove
him through the night, and he arrived home to learn that his newborn
baby boy had also died.

“I began to feel that God had done me an injustice”, Thomas later said. “I didn’t want to serve Him
any more or write any more gospel songs.” But the following Saturday, while alone in a friend’s music room, he had a “strange feeling” inside—a sudden calm and a quiet stillness. “As my fingers began to manipulate over the keys, words began to fall in place on the melody like drops of water falling from the crevice of the rock:
Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand;
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn…”
Thomas A. Dorsey went on to write hundreds of gospel songs. Today he is considered the father of
the African-American gospel tradition.
If you have a favorite hymn that you would like to sing this summer, please let me know via e-mail,
by clicking on my name below. If you are reading this on the remains of a tree, just stick a note in
my mailbox with your name and the title or first line of the hymn. Last summer, I received a grand
total of one hymn request. Let’s see if we can double that this year!

Michael Saunders
Director of Music

Upcoming Events
Sunday, July 29 -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, August 1 –

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Sunday, August 5 -

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, August 8–

10:00 AM: Healing Mass

Thursday, August 16 -

Vestry Meeting

Save the Date!
Sat., Aug. 18: Tag Sale, 9 am—2 pm
Sun., Oct. 14: 4:30 PM: Celebration of a New Ministry with Bishop Mary Glasspool officiating

S

hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday
after each service. Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards
from ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value! Shoprite gift
cards can make shopping for the family easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of
Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your meals while helping Grace
Church. Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists!

W

e are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the
ShopRite gift cards. So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points
while supporting Grace Church!

Lost & Found
If you misplaced the top of your bikini at church recently, you
will find it tacked to the bulletin board outside the parish office:

You may claim it, no questions asked, during office hours.

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You
may sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386
-5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies. When you see something yummy on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available. Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee
Hour together.
Thank you to those who have donated coffee and paper products. We have plenty right now.

Vestry News
The next Vestry meeting will be held in
the Parish House Boardroom on
August 16th starting at 7:30 pm.
All are invited to attend!

P

lease remember to take a look at the
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).
You just might like it!

To read the highlights of the June 21, 2018
Vestry meeting, click here.

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the
10:30 Sunday Mass live. No matter
where you are you can join us in
worship.

To read the highlights of the May 17, 2018
Vestry meeting, click here.

Just click here!

Contact Your Vestry
Wardens
Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net

Clerk of the Vestry
Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com

Treasurer
Janet Cusack jlcomg83@gmail.com

Vestry
Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com

Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com

Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net

Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com

Allison McLean apsmclean@hotmail.com

Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com

