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Second Sunday in Lent 

Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

March 1, 2026 

ENTRANCE HYMN (Hymnal #401 The God of Abraham praise) 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 351) 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People His mercy endures forever.  Amen. 

The Celebrant may read one of the following sentences 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 

your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 

commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 

The Deacon or Celebrant then says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE (Hymnal #S88) 

Kyrie eleison. 

Christe eleison. 

Kyrie eleison. 

Prelude: Recorded March 20, 2011
Boyd Herforth, organist



2 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from 

your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast 

the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Genesis. 

1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the 

one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

RESPONSE: Psalm 121 (See Insert) 

Remain seated. 

1I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

 from where is my help to come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, * 

 the maker of heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved * 

 and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

 shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
5The LORD himself watches over you; * 

 the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
6So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

 nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 

 it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth forevermore. 

(bottom of this pdf)
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SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans.  

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what 

does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who 

without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

  13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the 

law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 

where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 

the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 

dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN (#440 Blessed Jesus, at thy word) 

All stand. 

 

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night 

and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can 

do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said 

to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 

from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher 

of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
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  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 

do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 

how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 

except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.” 

  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON (BCP p. 358) 

 

THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Form I, BCP p. 383) 

All remain standing. 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own 

prayers, either silently or aloud. 

 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

[For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.] 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 

peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our Bishops, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those who will choose our next Presiding Bishop, that we may receive a faithful Pastor who 

will care for all your people, equip us for our ministries, and proclaim your word to us and to the 

world. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this city (town, village, ___________ ), for every city and community, and for those who 

live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

[For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.] 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

[For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer space], let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.] 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

[For ___________ , let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.] 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 

and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
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Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

[For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.] 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

[Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 

Lord, have mercy.] 

In the communion of [ ___________ and of all the] saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 

another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 

To thee, O Lord our God. 

Silence 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 377) 

The Celebrant says 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Laura Farnell - What Wondrous Love (see insert) 

OFFERTORY HYMN (#150 Forty days and forty nights)  

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 367) 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

(bottom of this pdf)
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PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 367) 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his 

grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for 

him who died for us and rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS (S-124) 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 368) 

The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
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EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369) 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM (S161) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 
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INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 366) 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY 

Holy One of Peace, we pray for wisdom for those who have been entrusted with the care of our 

government, that there may be peace both at home and abroad, obedience to the law, justice 

toward all people, and loving stewardship of our land.  Save us from violence, discord and 

confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way.  Defend our liberties and unite us 

as one people, for we are more the same than we are different.  In times of prosperity, fill our 

hearts with thankfulness, and in times of trouble, help us to hold fast to our faith.  We ask this 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you forever. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL (BCP p.366) 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

RECESSIONAL (#142 Lord, who throughout these forty days) 

The sanctuary candle burns in honor of Christ’s presence in the Holy Eucharist. 

From riteplanning.com. 

Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 

permission. 

Postlude: Recorded March 7, 2010
Boyd Herforth, organist



Grace Notes  
Music for Sunday, March 1, 2026 

Psalm 121 

(The cantor sings the refrain first, followed by  the choir and congregation.  After 
the cantor sings the verses, all sing the refrain where indicated.) 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, * the maker of heaven and earth. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 REFRAIN 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * shall neither slumber nor sleep;								 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 REFRAIN 

5 The LORD himself watches over you; * the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * nor the moon by night. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 REFRAIN 

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth forevermore. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 REFRAIN 

(Over for the Offertory Anthem) 

Offertory Anthem:  What Wondrous Love   by Laura Farnell 

“What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb 
Who is the great "I Am"; 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down 
Beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free 
I'll sing and joyful be; 
And thro' eternity, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
And thro' eternity, I'll sing on.” 

The Grace Church Choir  practices on Sundays following the Coffee Hour.  If you 
love to sing, and have some choral experience, we need your voice! 

Please join us. 

Don Boyer, Director     cdboyer@optonline.net 

mailto:cdboyer@optonline.net



