Prelude: Recorded April 4, 2010
Boyd Herforth, organist

Welcome to FEaster Sunday
Grace Episcopal Church April 5, 2026
We are glad you joined us today

ENTRANCE HYMN (Hymnal #175 Hail thee, festival day!)

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355)
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355)
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (S278)
The following is said, all standing

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.



O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his
glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43
The people sit.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

“Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and the other Gentiles]: “I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, *“but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. *°You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. *"That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John announced: **how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. **We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; “’but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
“Inot to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. *“He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. “ All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

RE FRAIN (The Cantor sings first and the Congregation repeats.
Then sing the refrain between verses where indicated.)
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On this day the Lord has act-ed;
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we will re-joice and be glad in it.
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Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * "His mercy endures for ever.”
REFRAIN

14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * and he has become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of the righteous:
REFRAIN

16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! *the right hand of the LORD is exalted!

the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!"

17 I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the LORD.
REFRAIN

18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * but he did not hand me over to death.

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD.
REFRAIN

20 "This is the gate of the LORD); * he who is righteous may enter."

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become my salvation.
REFRAIN

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief corerstone.

23 This is the LORD'S doing, * and it is marvelous in our eyes.
REFRAIN

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Colossus.

'[Since] you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God.’Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth,
‘for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

SEQUENCE HYMN (#180)
All stand.



GOSPEL: John 20:1-18

All stand.
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. “So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” “Then Peter and the other disciple set out
and went toward the tomb. “The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. ‘He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but
he did not go in. “Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. “Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; “for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. '“Then the disciples returned to their homes.

"But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
"“and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head
and the other at the feet. “They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them,
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” “When she had
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
I*Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”” Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” '“Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). '"Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me,
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” "“Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these
things to her.

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON (BCP p. 358)

THE CREED (BCP p. 358)
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,



eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 383)
All remain standing.

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

[For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.]

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city (town, village, ), for every city and community, and for those who
live in them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy.]

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer space], let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.]

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[For , let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.]

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

[For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.|

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.

Lord, have mercy.]

In the communion of [ and of all the] saints, let us commend ourselves, and one
another, and all our life, to Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 360)

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,



and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360)

All stand.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376)
The Celebrant says

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Empty Grave (See insert at bottom of this pdf)
OFFERTORY HYMN (#191 Alleluia, Alleluia!)

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361)
The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.



PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361)
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of
the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS (S125)
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 362)
The People stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363)
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363)
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION RITE (BCP p. 364)
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

FRACTION ANTHEM (S163)

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.

INVITATION (BCP p. 364)
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.



DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365)
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.]

COMMUNION HYMN (#178 Alleluia, Alleluia!)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 366)
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY

Holy One of Peace, we pray for wisdom for those who have been entrusted with the care of our
government, that there may be peace both at home and abroad, obedience to the law, justice
toward all people, and loving stewardship of our land. Save us from violence, discord and
confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties and unite us
as one people, for we are more the same than we are different. In times of prosperity, fill our
hearts with thankfulness, and in times of trouble, help us to hold fast to our faith. We ask this
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING (BCP p. 366)
The Priest blesses the people, saying

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you for ever. Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN (#207 Jesus Christ is risen today)

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366)
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

From riteplanning.com.
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Grace Notes
Music for Easter, 2026

Offertory Anthem: Empty Grave (Words & Music by Jonathan Smith, Zach

Williams & Park Welling Nohe. Arranged by Ed Hogan)

Wipe away those tears, child
There’s no need to cry
Stand up on your feet, now
Lift your head up high

Don’t wait til tomorrow

To lay down your sorrow
Freedom is here today

Wipe away those tears, child
Put down your shame

I see an empty grave

I hear the heavens waking
Angels in jubilation

That stone’s been rolled away
I feel the darkness breaking

I bet the devil’s shaking
Somebody celebrate

I see an empty grave

Wipe away those tears, child
There’s no need to cry
Stand up on your feet, now
Lift your head up high

Don’t wait til tomorrow

To lay down your sorrow
Freedom is here today

Wipe away those tears, child
Put down your shame

I see an empty grave

I hear the heavens waking
Angels in jubilation

That stone’s been rolled away
I feel the darkness breaking

I bet the devil’s shaking
Somebody celebrate

I see an empty grave

Wipe away those tears, child
Go and tell the news

What started in the garden
Was finished in the tomb

Its all reversed

The apple, the curse

Three days in the ground
Christ our Lord is risen

Death couldn’t hold him down

Postlude: David Johnson - Trumpet Tune in D (Don Boyer, organist)

The Grace Church Choir practices on Sundays following the Coffee Hour. If you

love to sing, and have some choral experience, we need your voice!

Don Boyer, Director

Please join us.

cdboyer@optonline.net





